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Questioning the Minimum 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Maine, like all other states, has a minimum drinking age of 21. This is partly determined by a federal provision, up for 
renewal in 2009, which would reduce the state’s transportation funding by 10 percent if the drinking age was lowered. 
College Presidents Petition for Change 
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Record of 
Rescinded 
Strikes Stays 
in File 
SAM NAGOURNEY 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
When students successfully chal¬ 
lenge a strike, Bates might say it is be¬ 
ing rescinded, but if you look in the file, 
you would be surprised to find that the 
strike is still there. Even though the ac¬ 
tual strike has been expunged from the 
student’s record, a document remains 
within the file acknowledging that the 
student received a strike for a particular 
offense on a particular day. 
If a student feels that he or she has 
received a strike in error, he or she has 
the opportunity to appeal the strike to 
the Student Conduct Committee (SCC), 
which determines whether the strike 
will stand. If a student receives three 
strikes, or one for a grievous offense, 
the SCC decides the student’s punish¬ 
ment. 
At the Student Conduct Committee, 
a dean reads the student’s disciplinary 
file to the faculty and student co-chairs 
and tells them whether there is any¬ 
thing probative. SCC Faculty Co-Chair 
and Associate Professor of Classical and 
Medieval Studies Margaret Imber main¬ 
tains that, in her experience, rescinded 
strikes have never been brought up, but 
that is not to say it could not happen. 
“It’s like any adjudicated process, 
the co-chairs will talk with the deans, 
the student, and the student’s repre¬ 
sentative over what is probative, what 
comes in. It’s also true that after the 
dean reads from the file, the student 
can respond to it and say, ‘Well, that 
was rescinded,’ but I just don’t think 
it would get in.... And maybe another 
faculty co-chair would consider it dif¬ 
ferently. But certainly my position, and 
this is only my opinion, these decisions 
are made with other co-chairs and the 
dean, but. where I’m coming from is if 
it’s rescinded, it’s rescinded.” 
As a former Assistant U.S. Attorney 
in California, Professor Imber’s lawyer 
temperament predisposes her to think 
of a rescinded strike, like dropped 
charges, as gone for good; however, 
future co-chairs could choose to pay 
more attention to rescinded strikes. 
“We maintain everything, every 
bit of documentation that pertains to 
the students’ experiences kept in their 
confidential student record,” said Assis¬ 
tant Dean of Students Roland Davis. “It 
doesn’t necessarily come into play.... 
Even if it was a matter that was before 
the Student Conduct Committee, and 
they had knowledge of the rescinded 
strike, it wouldn’t come into play. It’s 
really not even worth mentioning. It is 
documented though. But I have to say, 
if a student has a pattern of rescinded 
strikes, that’s going to tell us about the 
student: that we ought not to be rescind¬ 
ing these strikes because they seem to 
See FORGIVEN, page A5 
ALEXANDRA KELLY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
Former President of Middlebury 
College John McCardell has started a 
petition called the Amethyst Initiative, 
which unites more than 130 college 
presidents in an effort to reopen con¬ 
versation about the minimum drinking 
age in the United St.ates by changing 
federal laws that keep it locked at 21. 
Each state has' the power to set a 
minimum drinking age within its bor¬ 
ders. However, in 1985 the federal 
government passed a provision that 
imposed an “incentive” on states: a 
10 percent reduction in transportation 
funding to any state whose minimum 
drinking age is lower than 21. That law 
is up for reauthorization in 2009, and 
the Amethyst Initiative’s petition urges 
its removal. 
“Our experience as college and uni¬ 
versity presidents convinces us that 21 
is not working,” states the Initiative’s 
website. “How many times must we re¬ 
learn the lessons of prohibition?” 
The Amethyst Initiative has drawn 
criticism from organizations such as 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) 
and the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union (WCTU) who argue that keeping 
the drinking age at 21 has saved thou¬ 
sands of lives in motorway accidents 
since 1985. 
While the Amethyst Initiative rec¬ 
ognizes these concerns, its position is 
based on the argument that the higher 
minimum drinking age has created an 
unhealthy drinking culture in the Unit¬ 
ed States, particularly among college 
students. 
On Sept. 5, representatives from the 
WCTU presented the Amethyst Initiative 
with the first annual WCTU Millstone 
Award. Similiar to a “Razzie,” which is 
given to the worst of various categories 
in the film industry, the Millstone Award 
is designed to highlight the bad, not the 
good. 
According to Bunny Galladora, Na¬ 
tional WCTU Media Relations Director, 
“The Millstone Award was created to 
bring public awareness to a person, or¬ 
ganization or governmental body that 
creates or uses their position of influ¬ 
ence to promote unhealthy, illegal or 
immoral behavior that we believe plac¬ 
es children at risk,” the Amethyst Initia¬ 
tive reported on its website. McCardell 
accepted the award on behalf of the 
Initiative. 
Bates Dean of Students Tedd 
Goundie pointed out that colleges are 
in the most difficult position with al¬ 
cohol laws because the legal drinking 
age splits the college population. “As 
long as a segment of the population 
can obtain it legally, it is going to find 
its way to any student who wants it,” 
he wrote via e-mail. “In addition, the 
current structure inhibits us from edu¬ 
cating students and modeling drinking 
responsibly for those who choose to 
drink, because we have to simply con¬ 
demn it for most students.” 
Bates does not yet have an official 
position on the issue, and President 
Elaine Tuttle Hansen has not signed 
the petition. “While I don’t disagree,” 
she said, “I decided not to sign because 
the statement pledges not just the Presi¬ 
dent, but also the College.” 
Though Hansen has addressed the 
issue with Dean Goundie, there has 
been no public discourse within the 
Bates community. “While we have 
been exploring the possibility of initiat¬ 
ing the conversation this year,” Hansen 
said, “we don’t really have a plan.” 
“It would be great for students to 
suggest ways of really having a robust 
discussion,” she said. “I’m open to sug¬ 
gestions.” 
Hansen was present at the meet¬ 
ing of the Annapolis Group, an orga¬ 
nization pf 120 U.S. College Presidents, 
where McCardell brought up the Ame¬ 
thyst Initiative over the summer. “Every 
president there was concerned to make 
responsible drinking a priority,” Hansen 
said. “My fundamental position on this 
is: let’s have a rational discussion of it, 
and that’s what we’re not having now, 
with the law the way it’s written. As in 
all things, let’s take the opportunity to 
explore these claims.” 
Students already started the dis¬ 
cussion with the opening debate of 
the Brooks Quimby Debate Council 
on Thursday evening. “Side Govern¬ 
ment,” supporting change, argued that 
changing the law would help to make 
drinking safer for teenagers, while the 
opposition argued that alcohol con¬ 
sumption at younger ages could impair 
cognitive development and that it is 
harmful to allow drinking at the same 
age as driving when teens may not yet 
know moderation. The outcome of the 
debate was a tie, with what Ariela Sil- 
berstein TO called “very strong support” 
for both sides. “Various members of the 
audience were inspired to make floor 
speeches, expressing their opinions,” 
she said. 
As in all other states, the minimum 
drinking age in Maine is 21. Maine At¬ 
torney General Steven Rowe, who Han¬ 
sen says is “very interested in prevent¬ 
ing underage drinking,” has personally 
met with the administrators of colleges 
in Maine to discuss the issue. 
The Bates College drinking policy 
is that in addition to being expected to 
comply with laws governing the use 
of alcoholic beverages, students are 
banned from possession or consump¬ 
tion of hard liquor. Students are re¬ 
quired to show photographic identifica¬ 
tion when attending college events at 
which alcohol is served. 
Residence Coordinators and Junior 
Advisors are trained how to react when 
faced with underage drinking. “Regard¬ 
less of whether students or I or anyone 
else agrees or disagrees with the law, 
the legal drinking age is 21 and anyone 
under that age who chooses to drink 
is subject to disciplinary (as mandated 
to colleges by federal law) and legal 
consequences,” Dean Goundie wrote. 
“Students need to know they are tak¬ 
ing a risk if they choose to drink un¬ 
derage. While we do not raid rooms 
or residence halls trying to ferret out 
underage drinking, if someone under¬ 
age brings attention to themselves as 
a result of their drinking, we do take 
action.” 
FOR THE BATES STUDENT’S EDI¬ 
TORS’ OPINION ON THE DRINKING 
AGE DEBATE, SEE FORUM, PAGE B2. 
LEWISTON, MAINE 
Sellout 
Unexpected Run 
on “Girl Talk” 
Tickets Prompts 
Venue Change 
ISOBEL MOILES 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
On the morning of September 10th, 
hundreds of Bates College students 
woke up at the crack of dawn, some 
as early as five a.m., grabbed their wal¬ 
lets, and headed for Commons. What 
incredible intrigue could have induced 
college students to forgo hours of pre¬ 
cious sleep and pile onto the cold, 
stone floor of the Commons entryway 
to wait in line? 
The answer, of course, is Girl Talk, 
who will be gracing the Bates campus 
for what is expected to be a wild perfor¬ 
mance on September 27th. Also known 
as Greg Gillis of Pittsburgh, Penn., Girl 
Talk is an arguable copyright law-break¬ 
ing remixer extraordinaire. For those 
who aren’t familiar with his work, he 
creates mash-up style music by piecing 
together hundreds of songs to generate 
an irresistibly danceable compilation of 
beats. 
Students may be in for more than 
just his psychedelic remixes and trippy 
rhythms. In his earlier shows, Girl Talk 
was apparently fond of stripping on¬ 
stage. 
Whatever their reasons, Bates stu¬ 
dents, displayed a zealous enthusiasm 
for this new kind of music man. Even 
those who weren’t diehard fans were 
lured into the madness. One first-year 
student, who had never heard of Girl 
Talk, was coaxed by a group of friends 
to camp out in front of Commons af¬ 
ter overhearing so many Batesies 
talk about how early they planned to 
set their alarms. “A bunch cf people 
thought ‘Why wake up early if we can 
just sleep outside to be the first ones in 
line, and in turn, get more sleep?’” she 
explained. “It was actually a lot of fun. 
And sleeping under the stars was beau¬ 
tiful,” she added. 
Tickets sold out within the first 45 
minutes. With only 600 coveted tickets 
available, many students were forced to 
wander back to their cold beds empty- 
handed. Keith Tannenbaum, Coordina¬ 
tor of Student Activities, was surprised 
by the impressive turnout. In a campus¬ 
wide vote last spring, Girl Talk was 
among the top contenders, but only 
received 90 votes. “Clearly,” he said, 
“we underestimated the interest in this 
great act.” Tannenbaum explains that 
the original plan had been to have the 
concert in old Commons because of its 
“intimate” atmosphere. The decision to 
relocate the event to the Gray Cage was 
swiftly made when e-mails and phone 
calls started rolling in from disappoint¬ 
ed students. 
Tannenbaum anticipates an equal 
display of excitement for the other mu¬ 
sicians that Bates will host this year, 
including the November 15th concert 
with Pete Francis and Braddigan from 
Dispatch. Tannenbaum and members 
of the Chase Hall Committee will be of¬ 
fering 1,300 more Girl Talk tickets for 
sale this week. 
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SIMONE PATHE 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
Bates has received the highest pos¬ 
sible score of 99 from the recently cre¬ 
ated “Green Rating” in the Bible for 
prospective college students, the Princ¬ 
eton Review. Devised in partnership 
with ecoAmerica, an environmental 
nonprofit dedicated to consumer re¬ 
search and marketing, the rating was 
determined by posing__le#r'’fquestions 
to U.S. colleges and universities about 
their environmental sustainability and 
then grading them on a scale of 60 to 
99 based on their responses. 
Along with Arizona State University 
at the Tempe campus, College of the At¬ 
lantic, Emory, Georgia Institute of Tech¬ 
nology, Harvard, SUNY Binghamton, 
Universities of New Hampshire, Oregon 
and Washington, and Yale, Bates met all 
of the criteria for the rating. 
According to the Princeton Review 
website, Bates’ successes include em¬ 
ploying a “full-time sustainability offi¬ 
cer,” offering transportation alternatives 
such as the ZipCar or bike co-op, serv¬ 
ing a certain percentage of local and 
organic food, buying a percentage of 
energy from renewable resources, hav¬ 
ing a “sustainability committee” with 
student members, and building only 
LEED certified new structures, such as 
280 College Street and new Commons, 
which use “more fresh air, natural light 
and fewer toxins.” 
As for the reverberations of this 
recognition on campus, “I don’t think 
we’re really using it to energize peo¬ 
ple,” said Bates Environmental Coor¬ 
dinator Julie Rosenbach. “One of my 
goals in coming here was to get Bates 
back out in the news for sustainability 
achievements,” she explained. Rosen¬ 
bach started as Bates’ first full-time en¬ 
vironmental coordinator in 2006. 
Bates has had part-time environ¬ 
mental coordinators since 1997, but 
there have been gaps in the position and 
“gaps in publicity,” explained Rosen¬ 
bach. That’s “just the way Bates works: 
it’s a very humble school and people 
don’t go and search out praise for their 
own projects, but there’s always been a 
lot going on around campus,” stressed 
Rosenbach. 
Other leading schools in environ¬ 
mental issues may have been better 
recognized for their achievements in 
the past because of their publicity. For 
example, “I’ve heard some students 
talk about Middlebury as a super-sus- 
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Staff Editorial 
T&tyt Patesi !§>tubent 
Changing the 
Drinking Age 
In 2009, the federal law that reduces 
transportation funding by 10 percent to 
any state with a minimum drinking age 
below 21 will be up for reauthorization. 
The Amethyst Initiative, supported by 
130 college presidents, seeks to reopen 
discussion on the minimum drinking age. 
Recognizing that lowering the 
drinking age is an extremely complex 
issue, the Editorial Board cautiously 
supports the Ajnethyst Initiative. This 
support stems from our gut belief that, 
in our society, the responsibilities of 
adulthood begin long before the age 
of 21 and that the privilege to drink 
legally should more closely coincide 
with these other markers. At age 18, 
Americans are considered legal adults: 
18-year-olds are tried as adults in court; 
they vote in local and national elections; 
they are allowed to fire guns; they may 
purchase cigarettes and pornography; 
they can choose to join the army. It 
seems preposterous that an 18-year-old 
could get married but would not be 
able to legally drink champagne at the 
wedding. 
However, more important than the 
intrinsic “unfairness” of a minimum 
drinking age that is three years older 
than any other legal right of passage, 
this board believes that a minimum 
drinking age of 21 has created an 
unhealthy and unsafe drinking culture. 
As the Amethyst Initiative’s website 
states, "How many times must we 
relearn the lessons of Prohibition?” In 
other words, prohibiting something 
often has the opposite effect desired 
and, in the case of underage drinking, 
this means many more young people 
drinking secretly and dangerously. 
On college campuses such as 
Bates, the minimum drinking age 
forces younger students into their 
dorm rooms to binge drink or “pre¬ 
game” the evening’s festivities. Unable 
to access alcohol legally or publicly, 
many underage students consume as 
much alcohol as possible to hold them 
over as they move from one location to 
another. In many cases, students opt for 
hard alcohol over beer or wine in order 
to inebriate more quickly. When young 
people do become unsafely drunk, fear 
of punishment often keeps them from 
going to the hospital or speaking with 
the police. This board believes that by 
lowering the drinking age, students 
would be drawn out of the shadows; 
not only would they be inclined to drink 
less, but they would feel comfortable 
seeking help if they needed it. 
Of course, as a small and fairly 
enclosed campus, Bates is somewhat 
removed from the main argument 
against the Amethyst Initiative: drunk 
driving. According to Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD), since the 
implementation of the higher minimum 
drinking age in the 1980s, the number of 
young people killed annually in crashes 
involving drunk drivers has been cut 
in half. With respect for this statistic, 
this board maintains that a minimum 
drinking age of 21 is ultimately not 
the most effective way to curb drunk 
driving. 
Having returned from abroad 
experiences in Africa, Europe and Latin 
America, we’ve witnessed the drinking 
culture in other countries and seen how 
a social stigma against binge drinking 
can reduce its incidence. Outside of 
the United States, recreational drinking 
often replaces binge drinking, making 
consumption of alcohol a relatively safe 
practice for youth of all ages. 
So what is wrong with America’s 
drinking culture? Perhaps our sprawling 
suburbs that demand driving 10 miles 
from one location to the next, but not 
all of Africa, Europe, and Latin America 
is a city. What drives American youths 
to binge drink? Is it that we spend years 
waiting for our 21st birthday, itching for 
that first glass of legal booze? 
America’s drinking culture needs to 
change before the drinking age does, 
but is it our minimum age, higher than 
nearly all countries in the world, that 
defines our drinking culture? If that’s 
the case then we have no choice but 
to lower the drinking age and hope 
that the next generation grows up as 
Europeans do: reveling the drink, not 
the drunk. 
But are we ready to give up the 
casualties that would come from a 
decreased drinking age? This board has 
no doubt that American culture would 
eventually adapt to the lower drinking 
age, but in the meantime, thousands of 
kids will be out getting plastered - and 
possibly killed. 
In light of these concerns, this 
board suggests lowering the drinking 
age incrementally to minimize the 
potential damage from a new pool of 
legal drinkers. Under this scenario, 
the minimum drinking age would be 
lowered first to 20 with a transition 
period of two years, then to 19. 
Whether the minimum drinking 
age should ever be lowered back to 18 
is a point of contention. Referencing 
the split between 21-year-olds and 
underclassmen in college, Dean of 
Students Tedd Goundie said, “As long as 
a segment of the population can obtain 
it legally, it is going to find its way to 
any student who wants it.” Using the 
same logic, lowering the drinking age 
to 18 effectively introduces alcohol to 
the entire high school population. 
The drinking age is a loaded topic 
filled with polarized viewpoints, and 
though we can’t deny the drop in drunk 
driving casualties after the drinking age 
was lowered, we also believe that, with 
a change in our culture, alcohol fatalities 
could be kept to a minimum even with 
an 18 or 19 minimum drinking age. 
It seems about time that the United 
States joined the rest of the world in 
implementing a more reasonable 
drinking age. 
The board supports President 
Hansen in her proposal for increased 
conversation on this topic, and would 
support Bates’ conditional signing of 
the Amethyst Initiative. 
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Letter to the Editor: 
A Former Soccer Player Speaks Out Against Unfair Tryouts 
To the Editor: 
My name is Amy Werblin and I 
am writing in response to the article 
"Women's Soccer Turns to Youngsters 
for Offense” published in the previous 
issue. I would like to clarify the reason 
for which I am no longer a member 
of the Bates women’s soccer program. 
The decision not to play in my final 
season as I begin my senior year was 
not my own. In fact, I had every in¬ 
tention of devoting much of my fall 
to the sport. I was, in reality, cut from 
the team, in what I feel to be a poorly 
thought-out, unjust choice. Your re¬ 
porter stated that I did not return to 
the team. Actually, I did return, but I 
was rejected outright. Your reporter’s 
facts and statistics were correct, and 
I, like many others, wonder what the 
outcome of this season will be with¬ 
out the influence of some of the pro¬ 
gram’s most influential players, who 
have maturity and NESCAC know¬ 
how far more advanced for which a 
team of first-years will never be able 
to compensate. I am regretful of my 
loyalty and devotion to a program that 
showed so little in return. As a now 
compulsory former varsity athlete, I 
am unable to separate my feelings of 
shame, sadness and anger from the 
legacy of Bates athletics. In this ex¬ 
perience I see a major flaw in coach¬ 
ing, in administration and in athletic 
support. As a senior and a three-year 
varsity soccer player, I never thought 
I would be in a position to write this 
letter. 
Amy Werblin ’09 
Forgetting to Remember 
September Eleventh 
AFROZ BAIG 
STAFF .WRITER 
A part of me is 
convinced that re¬ 
gardless of where 
you were when it happened, Septem¬ 
ber 11th had some impact on you. 
Another part of me is convinced that 
regardless of what side of the political 
spectrum you are on, the events of the 
day itself are something to remember. 
A third part of me is convinced that we 
all try to shut out this day to a certain 
extent because we don’t like knowing 
that activities we consider so normal 
(flying, going to work, etc.) could be 
manipulated in a deadly way. 
It’s quite difficult for me to ap¬ 
proach the very loaded and heavy 
topic of September 11th. Not knowing 
where to start seems to be a direct 
result of not having a proper venue in 
which to reflect on the day. It’s 2008 
and the attacks took place in 2001, yet 
in my mind the events seemed to have 
happened much longer than seven 
years ago. 
Because I was living in California 
at the time of the attacks, I was a ben¬ 
eficiary of the three-hour time differ¬ 
ence. I found out about the attacks 
before I got to school. It was a day 
of great confusion and fear. In the af¬ 
termath the images that haunt me the 
most are those of families who put up 
posters of their loved ones in hopes 
of finding them. Three thousand peo¬ 
ple died that day. 
It is also mind-blowing to see how 
that day led our nation into two wars, 
loss of civil liberties, and more. I 
know one could think about any huge 
event in that way. However, there is 
so much that gets lost when we don’t 
give ourselves the chance to focus on 
what has happened. This perpetuates 
the problem I suffer from - the inabil¬ 
ity to fully grasp what occurred. 
I am not surprised by my lack of 
understanding of September 11th - I 
seem to run into this problem every 
year on the anniversary of the attacks. 
I am surprised, however, by the fact 
that this campus chooses not to ad¬ 
dress the matter. Last year I found my¬ 
self writing a somewhat angry opin¬ 
ion piece on the anniversary of the 
Iraq war. There had been a gathering 
in the chapel to honor those who 
had lost lives on both sides of the 
war and only a handful of students 
showed up. I was frustrated by stu¬ 
dents’ inability to recognize that our 
nation was at war and by the fact that 
students couldn’t take thirty minutes 
out of their day to pay their respects. 
My anger now seems to be directed at 
Bates at large. 
I have to question why there 
couldn’t be a simple candlelight vigil 
to mark this anniversary, why such a 
simple gathering couldn’t take place. 
My anger cannot be at the school 
entirely. I also have to question why 
students or student groups didn’t or¬ 
ganize a memorial event. 
I hate to keep bringing these 
oversights back to the concept of the 
“Bates bubble,” but I can’t help but 
think that our social climate plays a 
part in all of this. It is easier for us 
to live day-to-day worrying about our 
academic pursuits because for now 
what happens “out there” stays “out 
there.” 
The worst part about not ac¬ 
knowledging this day is the missed 
opportunity to bring people together. 
September 11th affected many differ¬ 
ent people in many different ways. If 
nothing else, recognizing this anniver¬ 
sary could have been a way to bring 
members of our community together. 
That type of unity, one that transcends 
political views, is rare, especially dur¬ 
ing an election year. 
Who knows, maybe a candlelight 
vigil would have been a bust, with only 
a few students in attendance. Howev¬ 
er, we must not forget the importance 
of remembering such events and past 
participation should in no way dictate 
whether or not such events are held. 
Regardless of the number of students 
and faculty who attend, September 
llth’s anniversary will eventually be 
upon us once again and to not ac¬ 
knowledge its existence is foolish. 
Is Bates Losing its Laid-back Culture? 
JAMIE CRAGNOLINE 
STAFF WRITER 
This past Wednes¬ 
day, I woke up at 6:30 
a.m., and I left my 
house by 7 a.m. This was as much a 
shock to me as it is to you. Seeing as I 
have sworn off of 8 a.m. classes for the 
rest of my college career, there would 
be no reason for me to be awake at 
that hour other than a house fire or 
carbon monoxide poisoning. Or, ap¬ 
parently, a Girl Talk concert. 
Yes, my friends and I woke before 
the sun rose in order to get Girl Talk 
tickets at Commons for the DJ’s up¬ 
coming show at Bates. As we trucked 
to the dining hall in the early dawn 
mist, we wondered if we were go¬ 
ing to be the only people that were 
this hardcore about tickets. Arriving 
at Commons an hour before tickets 
went on sale, we debated whether we 
would become the laughing stock of 
the school, or at least of anyone else 
unfortunate enough to be up at that 
hour. 
Quite to the contrary, we arrived 
at Commons to find at least 50 people 
already there. Upon further examina¬ 
tion, we realized they were camping 
out in line. And I mean camping - 
sleeping bags, pillows, mattress pads, 
stereos, campfires... well, no camp¬ 
fires, but everything else was there. 
Yes folks, these people had spent the 
night. 
My focus here is not on the fact 
that people gave up their (question¬ 
ably) comfortable dorm beds to sleep 
on the alluring stone floors of the 
Commons main corridor, a choice 
which was... commendable? Dedi¬ 
cated? Unnecessary? Rather, I wish to 
dwell on what this act means to the 
greater social structure of Bates. When 
did the laid-back, last-minute school 
I arrived at two years ago become a 
place where you had to line up for 
concert tickets the night before? 
The first gem of knowledge Bates 
instilled in me when I arrived was 
this: nothing starts on time. Within the 
first few days of freshman orientation, 
I had this down pat. I believe there’s 
actually a formula for calculating just 
how late a certain event will begiri: di¬ 
vide the total duration (in minutes) of 
the event by six, add this to the start¬ 
ing hour minus three, and add this 
sum to the original starting time, and 
that is when something will actually 
begin. The one exception to this rule 
“We are all just hurry¬ 
ing up to wait...there 
will always be a ticket, 
a seat or a no-bake 
cookie for you, no 
matter what time you 
show up.” 
is classes - apparently those start on 
time. Who would have thought? 
So, you can imagine my surprise 
when people showed up so utterly 
early for these tickets. It was sheer 
chaos and pandemonium in the Com¬ 
mons lobby until the crowds claimed 
their tickets and cleared around 8:30. 
Actually, there were still tickets left at 
this time. They did eventually run out 
later that morning, but hark! More tick¬ 
ets are going on sale later this week. 
See? Even the irresponsible, the late- 
risers and the misinformed can still get 
tickets. There is no need for this Com¬ 
mons sleepover madness. 
When 1 wonder what will come 
next, I begin to envision a Bates in 
which punctuality and organization 
matter. Breakfast-goers will begin lin¬ 
ing up at Commons at 6 a.m., or 5 
a.m. on omelet days in order to en¬ 
sure prime seating. Students will be¬ 
gin showing up for class 90 minutes 
in advance to stake out the best desk. 
People will camp out by the washers 
and dryers in their respective dorms to 
make sure they get their laundry done. 
Reservation lists will start for student 
parking spaces. 
Things won’t stop there. Move- 
in day for the school year will be 
shifted from early September to mid- 
July - you can never be sure if your 
roommate is going to get there first 
and beat you to the best furniture. 
And you had better be thinking about 
your future, because class registration 
for fall semester 2010 is right around 
the corner. In fact, Bates will prob¬ 
ably implement a mandatory acceler¬ 
ated graduation program - so, class of 
2012, watch out, because you are now 
the class of 2011. And your cap and 
gown registration is in Chase Hall to¬ 
morrow, so you better make a bee line 
for old Commons now. 
I plead that there is no need for 
this mentality. I have been noticing 
more lines than ever around Bates 
lately. This is due in part to the large 
first-year class, but I think it’s more 
than that. People are rushing and rac¬ 
ing, trying to be the first. Why is ev¬ 
eryone lining up at Commons right at 
noon, making a line half way down 
Alumni Walk? All the food will still be 
there at 12:05. 
We are all just hurrying up to wait. 
At Bates, there will always be a ticket, 
a seat or a no-bake cookie for you, no 
matter what time you show up. What I 
ask is that we all slow down a bit and 
take time to appreciate the ability we 
have at Bates to relax and to be a little 
late. We will all get there in the end. 
But if you’ll excuse me, I have to go 
line up for Harvest Dinner. 
M / •i >* * 
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Salvaging a Liberal Arts Education in an 
Era of Pre-Professionalism 
REGINA TAVANI 
MANAGING FORUM EDITOR 
In her Convocation 
speech, Professor Margaret 
Imber addressed a pertinent 
though much overlooked 
topic in higher education: 
what precisely an educa¬ 
tion should entail, and why we’re here to get one 
in the first place. It’s an issue for which every lib¬ 
eral arts college has a simple answer. 
We’re here, as Professor Imber said, to find 
and develop our passions, to become enthralled 
by some question or idea. We shouldn’t come to 
college to study what our parents tell us to, or to 
bide time before embarking on a career. The reali¬ 
ty of the situation, however, is that more and more 
students are going to college for the very 
reasons that Professor Imber warned 
against. Higher education has become 
corporatized, college vocationalized. 
The arts and sciences, the two disci¬ 
plines which once solely comprised 
an education, can attempt to hold out 
against this trend, but can they prevail? 
As liberal arts students about to enter a 
job world so firmly hinged on pre-profes¬ 
sionalism, will we ultimately lose out? 
I’ve always had a tendency to scoff at 
the idea of pre-professionalism. Going to col¬ 
lege for a business degree? For physical therapy? 
Surely, that was not the equivalent of receiving 
a true education. But higher education simply is 
not what it used to be. Enormous societal shifts 
over the last century have transformed an institu¬ 
tion once independent from the job market and 
meant for a privileged few into something a large 
segment of the population attends. As a reper¬ 
cussion, college has become a catch-all location 
for many professions once learned as separate 
trades, such as accounting, journalism and 
even medicine. The very del nition of an ed¬ 
ucation has been stretched dredefi ned. 
It’s easy to forget that whilst in the Bates 
bubble, but I’ve witnessed this change firsthand 
at the college where my father teaches. There, 
most students arrive with the intention of receiv¬ 
ing a nursing or education degree, and nothing 
else. My father is a philosophy professor, and the 
college has threatened to close the department 
multiple times due to lack of student interest. 
This, of course, is an extreme case, but to pretend 
this trend’s repercussions cannot reach places like 
Bates is ignorant. Even at Harvard, there is grow¬ 
ing concern among some professors over stu¬ 
dents marching eagerly onto Wall St. without giv¬ 
ing other careers, such as public service, a single 
thought, according to a New York Times article. 
And this is where I become concerned. If students 
are treating their college years as a training period 
for future careers even at Harvard, then perhaps 
higher education truly is beginning to move in a 
different direction for good. 
Last May, I attended a conference for college 
newspaper editors held at Columbia University 
where I got to take a firsthand look at the new 
interplay between education and career. The pro¬ 
gram was designed for liberal arts students, but 
one student was majoring in journalism. In the 
course of the week, the poor girl was hounded by 
everyone from the managing editor of the New 
York Times to the dean of Columbia’s Graduate 
School of Journalism for her appalling choice. 
Their condemnation 
was, admittedly, reas¬ 
suring for me. Here, 
after all, was the na¬ 
tion’s journalistic 
elite lambasting a 
pre-professional 
approach 
to jour¬ 
nalism, 
stating 
r—i 
ensuring they’d be prepared to come up against 
whatever their future careers threw at them. Some 
students admitted that they allocated far more 
time for their newspaper position than for course- 
work, others were sacrificing a semester abroad to 
retain their editing positions. Neither were things 
I was willing to do. I’d polish my resume with in¬ 
ternships , in the summer, and 
that would suffice, I 
thought. But what 
for the creative writ¬ 
ing major going to school 
in New York City, who 
held internships through¬ 
out the school year at 
big-name publications 
such as 
Maxim? 
1 What of the 
Berkeley 
girl who 
passion- 
a t e 1 y 
studied 
3 
that 
they often re¬ 
fused to hire 
- applicants 
with such a back- ground. They be¬ 
lieved the best journalists were those who knew 
something and knew it passionately: students with 
liberal arts degrees. It seemed like a good sign. 
But there was a catch: many of my colleagues 
at the conference were doing double duty: being 
the respectable, pedigreed student of the arts and 
sciences by day and the go-getting, career-minded 
job-seeker by night. They seemed, at first glance, 
to have found a way to balance the kind of liberal 
arts experience that places like Bates value while 
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history yet practically ran their daily newspaper 
and swung a photography internship with “The 
Cape Times” in South Africa? 
Personally, I am not ready dedicate myself so 
steadfastly in that way, primarily because I’m not 
sure whether or not I want to go into journalism. 
I want to keep my options open, which means 
putting my studies before my career. I’ve seen that 
sentiment reflected in many students, but I now 
wonder if our uncertainty and resoluteness to the 
liberal arts may in fact be putting us at a disad¬ 
vantage. More and more students are becoming 
more and more career-savvy to the point of plac¬ 
ing academics on the back-burner, and it is with 
these students we will ultimately have to compete 
in the job world. 
My own indecision over my future has led me 
to look with envy at a cousin of mine who took 
the path I once deemed such a blow in the face 
to the true purpose of college. He graduated with 
a bachelor’s degree in accounting in May and is 
now working as a staff accountant at a small firm 
while studying for his C.P.A. He is only two years 
older than me, yet he already has a decent salary 
and a clearly-paved future. Eventually, he plans 
to take over my uncle’s practice. He’s got it all 
figured out and has little to worry about. In 20 
years, my cousin will have job security and will 
be able to put food and a whole lot more on his 
family’s table. I, on the other hand, could be living 
in a box on a street corner holding a sign reading 
“Will recite first 42 lines of ‘The Canterbury Tales’ 
for food or cash.” 
I asked my cousin why he didn’t major in 
economics or a social science and then go on to 
study accounting. For him the answer was simple: 
coming from his college, an economics degree 
alone could get him little, and he didn’t see the 
point in killing time when he could have already 
embarked on his career. And that’s fine. He chose 
his path. I chose mine. These paths are only com¬ 
parable because college has become an umbrella 
uniting a great many things once disconnected. 
Because of that umbrella those two paths have 
come to cross, ultimately altering the way one 
must treat an education. The arts and sciences 
have become wrapped up in something larger, 
more career-oriented. To the outside world, we 
are all college students and therefore forever pit¬ 
ted against one another in the job market. 
To hold off in the face of that change and 
continue to embrace a liberal arts education is 
to sacrifice stability and security in all its facets 
for some time, or quite possibly, for a lifetime. 
And that is a choice we make. Are we fools 
for doing so? 
Frankly, I think those who dismiss us 
underestimate us. We are not aimless but rather 
open, taking advantage of OCS programs, intern¬ 
ships and fellowships to guide us rather 
than smother us. It is a sacrifice I made 
because I know that a student comes 
away from studying Chaucer with some¬ 
thing much more than the ability to recite 
lines in Middle English, just as a student 
comes away from a geology class with 
more than the ability to identify feldspar 
in rock particles. We graduate with more than de¬ 
grees. A liberal arts student develops the ability 
to ponder, which may in turn lead to a great deal 
of wandering. That uncertainty can be off-putting 
when so many other college students around us, 
who seem so similar to us, are easily landing their 
dream jobs. It may take us longer to land that job, 
longer to figure out if we even want to land it, but 
as the old Tolkien adage goes, not all who wander 
are lost — the least of all, the liberal arts student. 
And in a globalized, ever-changing world that will 
demand much critical thinking and versatility, a 
liberal arts education just might be the shrewdest 
thing one could throw onto a resume after all. 
The Unwritten Code 
of Pettengill Hall 
The Do’s and Dont’s of Our Favorite Campus Building 
CATHERINE GREEN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
As I write this, I shine as an example of one 
of the many ways students utilize the multipur¬ 
pose building that is Pettengill Hall; in this case, 
its role appears to be hideaway/waiting room. 
My roommate and I woke up to find our floor 
covered in water, an unpleasant and discourag¬ 
ing discovery to say the least, and we decided to 
spend our day out of Physical Plant’s hair and in 
our favorite haven of academia. 
Pettengill can be a lot of things to a lot of 
people; there are, however, several unspoken but 
firm rules which one can either learn the hard 
way or learn from a helpful and benevolent PGill 
veteran. 
The first rule is pretty standard: protect your¬ 
self before you wreck yourself. Before the imple¬ 
mentation of the key card system, some sketchy 
things went down in Pettengill. Because of this, 
I recommend the buddy system. When you plan 
on pulling an all-nighter, see if you can wrangle 
one of your friends or classmates into the deal 
- as usual, the rule applies that if it worked dur¬ 
ing swim hour at camp, it is completely appro¬ 
priate and functional in real life situations. Be¬ 
yond personal safety, you should also consider 
your belongings; walking away from your laptop 
while you run to Milt’s is a gamble. We’re a pretty 
trusting mini-community, but there are some bad 
apples who can and will snag your Mac, so keep 
an eye on your stuff. 
Speaking of your stuff, try to avoid finding a 
spot and then leaving your books there all day; 
Pettengill offers a limited number of couches for 
everyone, and it’s a bit inconsiderate to take up 
one of those seats with your backpack while you 
run sixteen errands around campus. If you’ve 
been gone for over two hours, you officially for¬ 
feit the right to get upset when someone shoves 
your things out of the way. 
The next rule seems obvious to most people 
with a common sense of decency, but somehow 
manages to escape many Pettengill inhabitants: 
don’t be rude or excessively loud. Granted, a cer¬ 
tain level of noise is to be expected when hang¬ 
ing out in the Atrium; this isn’t the third floor of 
Ladd after all, so bring your headphones or hide 
out in a classroom or lounge if that’s going to 
be a problem for you. But anything above a dull 
roar is irritating and inexcusable. Playing music 
out loud is never okay; even if it’s 4 a.m. and you 
don’t see another soul in sight, there could be a 
very stressed-out Batesie studying on one of the 
landings. 
The next rule is more of a guideline when it 
comes to general behavior. Minor clowning is ac¬ 
ceptable; this is college and we’re young and still 
pretty stupid, but as seasoned Pettengiller Elise 
Edmonson says, “Bike races should be kept to 
a minimum.” It’s not uncommon to find Batesies 
tossing bits of things off the stairway landings for 
a break in the monotonous routine of studying 
and paper writing. I’m not condoning this behav¬ 
ior or anything, but seriously, TOO points if you 
catch it in your mouth. 
The last rule: don’t hook up with some slutty 
co-ed in a room that opens up to the Atrium. We 
can see you, and you don’t actually look that 
cool. 
Now, when it comes to finals, all bets are off. 
It gets loud and crazy in Pettengill during finals 
week with students staking out spots and liter¬ 
ally moving in. A wide assortment of junk food 
will litter the tables and floor; portraits of Jesus 
may or may not perch in trees to watch over us 
as we study. One or two students will probably 
snap and go streaking. There is no shame during 
Finals Week, so be prepared, and get there early- 
to claim a seat. 
My last piece of advice to you is this: do not 
rely on Pettengill computer lab printers when 
you’re down to the wire. They will, without a 
shadow of a doubt, be out of either toner or 
paper, or both, or simply refuse to print. If you 
bring in extra computer paper to share, you will 
actually be named Bobcat of the Week on the 
school website. Not many people know that, be¬ 
cause I just made it up. Happy studying, kids. 
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The Consequences of Illegal Abortion ©tmt? 
Distance, in feet, the human heart can 
squ irt blood given the pressure it creates. 
Amount, in cents, that the average price 
of gasoline nationwide has risen in the 
past two days, bringing it to $3-795 a gal¬ 
lon, with prices above $4 in some states. 
The United States’ rank for the World 
Bank’s annual “Doing Business’’ Re¬ 
port, which ranks 181 countries on how 
amenable the nation’s economy is for 
startups. Singapore and New Zealand 
were ranked ahead of the United States. 
Death count from Hurricane Ike. 
Amount, in billions, that the National 
Endowment for the Arts will spend 
on constructing a 14-line poem. 
This will be their largest investment 
since the $850 million spent in 1985 
in their interpretive-dance budget. 
200 
Hours of manpower put into the con¬ 
struction of the semicolon in said 
poem at the end of the first stanza. 
cnn.com, theonion.com, funnyfact.com 
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
In light of the nomination 
of what might be the most 
conservative presidential and 
vice presidential ticket in his¬ 
tory, it is necessary to revisit 
and reaffirm the reasons why 
it is imperative that abortion 
remain a legal, safe option for women in this coun¬ 
try. 
Although college-aged women often take the 
right to have an abortion for granted, the days of 
dangerous, clandestine abortions are not so far in 
the past. If John McCain and Sarah Palin make it 
into the White House, they’re not so far in the fu¬ 
ture either. As recently as the 1960s, 41 states per¬ 
mitted abortion only if the life of the woman was 
endangered by the continuation of the pregnancy. 
It wasn’t until the benchmark Supreme Court deci¬ 
sion Roe v. Wade in 1973 that it became legal for 
a woman to have an abortion in the first trimester 
simply because she chose to. 
Since then, the reproductive rights granted by 
Roe v. Wade have been slightly undermined by two 
subsequent Supreme Court rulings: the 1989 de¬ 
cision in Webster v. Reproductive Health Services, 
which allowed individual states to ban the use of 
public funds, employees or buildings for abortions, 
and the 1992 decision in Planned Parenthood of 
Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey, which ruled 
that states could place restrictions on abortion - 
such as a 24-hour waiting period and parental 
consent for minors - as long as the measures did 
not “unduly burden” the woman’s right to choose 
(United Nations). 
John McCain would like to overturn Roe v. 
Wade and return the question of abortion to the 
states, a change that he sees as “only one step in 
the long path toward ending abortion,” according 
to his website. His running mate Sarah Palin advo¬ 
cates for abortion to be illegal except if the wom¬ 
an’s life is in danger. During her 2006 gubernatorial 
campaign, she maintained that, if her own daughter 
was raped and became pregnant, she would be op¬ 
posed to the abortion of the child. 
Of course, McCain’s goal of “ending abortion” 
is ludicrous. As reported by the World Health Or¬ 
ganization, “Legal restrictions on abortion do not 
affect its incidence.” In Africa, for instance, where 
abortion is largely illegal, the abortion rate is 29 
per 1,000 women aged 15 to 44; in Europe, where 
abortion is largely legal, the abortion rate is 28. 
American women aborted their babies before Roe 
v. Wade was passed and, if the law is ever repealed, 
McCain can be sure that American women will con¬ 
tinue to abort with the same frequency. 
What McCain is truly advocating, then, is not 
the end of abortion, but the end of legal abortion. 
Frighteningly, this might actually be an attainable 
goal. As demonstrated by the slow chipping away 
at the original ruling, Roe v. Wade is not a per¬ 
manent pillar of law, and a conservative Supreme 
Court could in fact overturn the decision. With three 
out of the four consistently liberal Supreme Court 
justices - John Paul Stevens, Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
and David Souter - thinking about retirement (at 
88, Justice Stevens in particular may not make it 
through the next presidential term), the next presi¬ 
dent will have the opportunity to make at least one 
if not three Supreme Court appointments. Since 
all potential appointments would replace liberal 
justices, in Obama’s case, the best case scenario 
would be simply to maintain status quo with four 
rightward-leaning, four leftward-leaning, and one 
“swing vote” justice. McCain, on the other hand, 
would be able to tip the balance. 
More than ever before, the threat of an end to 
legal abortion in the United States is very real. So 
what would the penalization of abortion mean in 
this country? 
Undoubtedly, the illegalization of abortion 
would mean the reversion to unsafe abortion 
methods. Worldwide, 67,000 women die every year 
due to unsafe abortion procedures and five mil¬ 
lion more are hospitalized due to abortion-related 
complications, such as infection caused by the 
use of unsterilized equipment or hemorrhaging 
(World Health Organization). These numbers are 
even more appalling considering the fact that it is 
medically impossible to die from an abortion if the 
procedure is performed correctly (Paula Castello of 
Mujeres, Ideas y Acciones). 
As would be expected, the safeness of an 
abortion is closely correlated to whether it is le¬ 
gal. According to the World Health Organization, 
the mortality risk associated with legally-performed 
abortions in the United States is one death per 
100,000 while the risk associated with illegal abor¬ 
tion is 50 times that. As the WHO reports, “It is 
the number of maternal deaths, not abortions, that 
is the most visible consequence of legal codes.” 
Therefore, the only possible consequence of John 
McCain’s crusade of “ending abortion” would be an 
increase in female casualties. 
Defined in this manner, the ideological pro-life/ 
pro-choice debate is strikingly irrelevant when it 
comes to writing the law. Supporting Roe v. Wade 
has nothing to do with a moral affirmation of abor¬ 
tion; conversely, it indicates an understanding that 
the availability of a legal abortion is essential to 
women’s reproductive health and that the overturn¬ 
ing of the Supreme Court decision would result in 
the death and injury of women without reducing 
the incidence of abortion. “Pro-choice,” in a practi¬ 
cal sense, is not necessarily the woman’s right to 
either continue or end her pregnancy - women 
worldwide make the decision to abort regardless of 
abortion’s legality - but rather the woman’s right to 
choose a safe abortion over an unsafe one. 
Reversing the 1973 decision would not only set 
our nation back 35 years; it would align the United 
States with developing rather than developed coun¬ 
tries in terms its of stance on abortion. The United 
Nations breaks abortion down into seven distinct 
levels of legalization: to save a woman’s life, to pre¬ 
serve physical health, to preserve mental health, in 
the case of rape or incest, in the case of fetal im¬ 
pairment, for economic or social reasons and on 
request. Under Roe v. Wade, abortion is legal in 
the United States under all seven categories - as 
it is in 31 out of the world’s 48 “developed” coun¬ 
tries. Allowing abortion only in the case that “the 
mother’s life would end if the pregnancy contin¬ 
ued,” as Sarah Palin advocates, puts us in line with 
the laws of countries such as Afghanistan, Iraq and 
Lebanon - an association that even the Republican 
ticket might see as a demotion. 
Just a glance at the campaign websites gives a 
clear picture of the candidates’ vastly different pri¬ 
orities. McCain’s abortion stance is listed under the 
“Issues” tab of “Human Dignity and the Sanctity of 
Life,” which also discusses his views on gay mar¬ 
riage and stem cell research. Alternatively, Obama’s 
abortion stance is found under the category “Wom¬ 
en” and falls naturally into his list of his ideas about 
the empowerment of women to prevent HIV, the 
reduction of domestic violence and the protection 
of Title EX. This simple distinction - that McCain 
associates abortion law with “human dignity” while 
Obama connects it with “women” - is essential. It 
means that Obama lives in the real world of real 
women while McCain lives in a twisted ideological 
realm in which he believes that illegalizing abor¬ 
tion is moral despite its morbid consequences for 
thousands of women. 
And so we stand on the tipping point of history 
- an election that poises us between the upholding 
of women’s reproductive rights and their potential 
upheaval. Although there are scores of reasons to 
vote for Obama in this upcoming election, choos¬ 
ing choice is as important as any. 
Array of Food Options Leads to 
Needless Waste in Commons 
ERIN BOURGAULT 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Imagine going to a school with really bad food. 
Instead of having so many delicious options, you 
would be lucky to find one good thing for each meal. 
But Batesies don’t have to worry about that. With 
so much great food prepared every day, students at 
Bates have the opposite problem. We have to ask 
ourselves, should we go with the vegan bar, grill, 
Euro station, pasta, salad or pizza? What if we want 
everything? This decision is extremely difficult and 
usually results in students taking many laps around 
Commons to figure out what looks best. 
With the accessibility of the food at new Com¬ 
mons, we get excited, overwhelmed and end up tak¬ 
ing much more than we can eat. But do we really 
think of the consequences of this? What’s the harm in 
taking one more piece of pizza? Or making a salad 
that I’m not going to eat? 
Batesies need to start thinking about the implica¬ 
tions of their actions on a larger scale. Every piece 
of food that we take without eating is more food 
that isn’t available for someone who actually needs 
it. The Environmental Studies Department held its 
first Enviro-lunch this Thursday and the topic was 
a student documentary made in 2004 called “Eating 
Like a Pig.” This documentary adressed the, common 
problem of putting everything that looks appetizing 
on one’s plate. All of the untouched food left over at 
Commons goes to a shelter and the compost goes to 
a pig farm. However, some waste still ends up at a 
landfill. Commons has to produce extra food to make 
sure there is enough for the students, but think of all 
of the mouths that could be fed with all of the food 
that students decide they actually don’t need to eat. 
Commons is generally a very environmentally 
friendly place. We use mugs with collection bins on 
campus instead of paper cups, and the current dish 
machine uses half the amount of energy and water 
that the previous ones did. We also have an energy- 
efficient refrigerator and freezer, as well as sustain¬ 
able toilets. At new Commons, the trays are smaller 
and seldom used as opposed to the big ones at old 
Commons that basically asked students to take as 
much as they could. New Commons also has plates 
designed to hold less food and uses a more efficient 
way to separate napkins and silverware. 
Regardless of the many ways Commons has 
sought to make our dining experience sustainable, 
the decision to waste less and make Commons even 
more eco-friendly lies in our hands. As students, we 
need to make conscious decisions every day to only 
take what we can eat. Start with smaller portions and 
go back for seconds. This shouldn’t be a problem, 
since most students spend hours each day in Com¬ 
mons. Please do your part to help make Bates a less 
wasteful place. Next time you reach for that extra 
slice of pizza -although it may looks great - ask your¬ 
self if you are really going to eat it. 
What Your Floor of Choice in the 
Library Says About You 
Want to work for 
Student? 
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We’re looking for people interested in: 
Writing 
Layout 
Graphic Design 
Tech Support 
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E-mail agoldst2@bates.edu or snagourn@bates.edu for 
more information. 
MARIAM ALAM 
ASSISTANT FORUM 
EDITOR 
When most people 
think of a library, a vision 
of a quiet asylum for the 
studious comes to mind. 
Usually, this mental picture shows the library 
housing more books than people, the latter 
nestled away in secluded crannies. But our own 
Ladd Library entirely contradicts this mental 
schema. Because of its status a popular study 
location, our campus library becomes a weekday 
social hub during the semester. And while parts 
of the library fit our mental image of a place 
for quiet study, this function only exists within 
the greater social code of Ladd. The different 
areas of the library are not only defined by the 
designation given to them by the library staff (e.g. 
“Third Floor: Quiet Study Area”) but also by their 
regular patrons. Each floor, quiet or not, has its 
own character, largely reflective of the different 
social groups on campus who gather there. 
Let us begin our tour of the . library social 
scene with the ground floor, which is often 
referred to as the basement. A weeknight during 
the semester in the basement sees more people 
and hears more noise than quieter weekend 
parties on campus. The basement of the library 
presents perhaps the biggest challenge to our 
library schema. Always a-bustle, the basement is 
the floor of choice for many of the “JB” crowd. 
Designated as a “group study” area, the basement 
is more accurately an area for individual study 
surrounded by groups. While it’s a good place for 
actual group meetings, as there is no perceptible 
volume limit on conversation, headphones 
would be requisite for anyone planning on 
getting any actual work done in the basement. 
The first floor of the library is characterized by 
similar noise pollution but for different reasons. 
While basement-dwellers likely spend their 
time chatting to avoid work, the international 
constituency of the first floor is chronically in 
conversation because they have actually taken 
up residence at the library. Pop in at 7 a.m. and 
there will already be a cluster assembled by the 
printers. If you spend the majority of your time at 
the library, you cannot be expected to always be 
quiet. Ladd takes you on the auditory tour of the 
world with its wide array of languages, spoken 
constantly and, cumulatively, at a rather high 
volume. Of course, the first floor is also home 
to the passerby: students settling down to read 
between classes, classmates meeting for brief 
conferences, those who are new to the library 
and have not yet ventured far enough to discover 
their rightful floor. The first floor is surely the most 
diverse floor of the library, both ethnically and 
socially, and it is likely the best start for those of you 
who aren’t sure exactly how to check out a book. 
Climbing just one flight of stairs to the 
second floor transports you from a world of 
sensory overload to one slightly reminiscent of 
a mortuary. Honestly, I would not be surprised 
if dementors (yes, like in Harry Potter) inhabited 
the second floor. From the rows and rows of 
dusty books to its maze-like structure and eerie 
silence, the second floor seems like it is straight 
out of a mystery novel. It takes our mental image 
of a library to the extreme and then adds some 
creepiness to it. But, clearly, some people manage 
to get over this aura, since the second floor is 
usually somewhat populated. It is of my opinion 
that these, and not the regulars of the lofty third 
floor, are the most studious people at Bates, for 
never is a word spoken on the second floor. The 
cloisters of cubicles ensure minimal interaction 
between their inhabitants and those in and a 
soundproof glass box, which I have termed “The 
Fish Bowl.” These people, or fish, are either 
extreme about the rule of silence in the library or 
are closet exhibitionists. All in all, I recommend 
avoiding the second floor at all costs, unless you 
are into having people watch you, are gifted with 
the sixth sense or if you fell under any of the 
other gross generalizations I have just made. 
And now let’s climb the last set of stairs 
to reach the floor that is highest not only in 
altitude but also in worth. As you may have 
guessed from my relentless bashing of every 
other floor of the library, the third floor is 
my milieu of choice. In my opinion, the third 
floor draws an eclectic group of intellectuals 
who truly appreciate the aesthetically superior 
atmosphere that the third floor provides (i.e. I 
like the wide tables and the large windows). 
But putting all biases and admittedly broad 
generalizations aside, I do think that a person’s 
personality type, or at least social group, can be 
roughly guessed based on their chosen place of 
study. It is no coincidence that the majority of the 
people I hang out with at Bates regularly study 
on the same floor as me. There was no meeting 
to decide on a common study location, and I am 
thoroughly a lone wolf when it comes to studying, 
rejecting most forms of “group work.” Of course, 
my whole theory on personality types and study 
preferences within Ladd Library could just be a 
wash - maybe it is just that studying in the same 
location as someone heightens your chances 
of meeting and becoming friends with them. 
And friendships, in turn, increase the incidence 
of working and spending time together. 
All of that could be. But maybe the atmosphere 
and nature of each floor does in fact influence 
who chooses to make it their place to work. I 
suppose that that is a study for a psychology 
major. Regardless, I like to believe that one’s 
terms of torture reflect something about them: 
The basement with its group study mentality 
is the haven of the social and perhaps the less 
academically rigorous. The first floor tends to 
house a wide range of people, including some 
who are just too lazy to climb up or down a 
few flights of stairs. The second floor, for all its 
gloom, has some of Bates’ most hard-working 
and dedicated students as its regulars, along with 
some who just don’t enjoy happiness. I like to 
believe that the people who think it worth the 
hike up to the third floor are those inclined 
towards its aesthetics, but maybe it really is just 
for those with superiority complexes, who need 
to be at the top no matter what. You be the judge. 
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Camille Hazeur Named New 
Director of Affirmative Action 
NAIMA MURPHY 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
This past May, President Hansen an¬ 
nounced a new addition to the Bates 
community and an intense evaluation 
of its values. While many students were 
frolicking in the bliss of Short Term, Ca¬ 
mille Hazeur was appointed Director of 
Affirmative Action and the Institutional 
Diversity Projects. 
The title may seem like a mouthful, 
but her mission is clear. It is her job “to 
make the environment comfortable for 
everyone,” noted Dean of Students Tedd 
Goundie, who sat on the search com¬ 
mittee that ultimately offered Hazeur 
the position. “She will be the person to 
go to if [a student] were being harassed 
by a staff person” or feels violated in 
any other context. 
Aided by Affirmative Action and In¬ 
stitutional Diversity Coordinator Carmen 
Purdy, Hazeur is in charge of making 
Bates a place that accepts all people. 
The level of freedom Hazeur has been 
awarded in order do that is incredibly 
open-ended. She answers only to Presi¬ 
dent Hansen in order to maintain the 
integrity of her position as an ally to 
any students who feel that they have 
been been wronged by anyone from 
their peers to their professors to their 
deans. 
While a two-person office in charge 
of eliminating discrimination and dis¬ 
comfort on Bates’ campus may seem 
like a lackluster attempt on behalf of 
the administration, Goundie reassured 
that Hazeur is in charge of both cultivat¬ 
ing ideas to educate and providing an 
opportunity for students to seek justice. 
Teams will then implement the ideas 
that Hazeur generates. These teams will 
often be made up of faculty from other 
offices as well as students, particularly 
the student-run groups that focus on 
the well-being of women and students 
of color on campus. 
Camille Hazeur comes to Bates after 
spending five years at George Mason 
University in Virginia. There she served 
as Assistant to the President and Direc¬ 
tor of Equity and Diversity Services. 
When compared side by side, GMU has 
about 17,000 more students enrolled 
than Bates. 
Currently, the Princeton Review 
ranks George Mason University as elev 
enth in the nation concerning the diver¬ 
sity of its student population. Regarding 
the size difference between Hazeur’s 
former and new home, it is not outland¬ 
ish to assume that Hazeur has what it 
takes to make a community of roughly 
1,700 a diverse and accepting one. 
It’s no question that Bates isn’t the 
most colorful campus, but the last two 
years have started to show the effects 
of the Admissions Office’s efforts to¬ 
wards creating a more diverse com¬ 
munity. (See DIVERSITY, Page A6.) The 
inception of Hazeur is Phase Two of 
becoming a college for all people. In 
her formal announcement, President 
Hansen stated why Hazeur will prove 
to be a vital part of Bates’ success as 
a college: “Camille has been a leader 
and a partner with others in creating, 
designing and disseminating programs 
that bring diverse people together for 
the purpose of learning about and from 
one another.” 
It has taken two years of interviews 
and meetings with countless candidates 
for the search committee, which con¬ 
sisted of deans, professors and students, 
to make its final decision on the right 
candidate for the position. Last May, it 
became clear that Camille Hazeur had 
the ability “to forge solutions in multi¬ 
cultural communities” and that she be¬ 
longed at Bates College. 
The members of the search commit¬ 
tee, and with them the students, faculty 
and staff of Bates, can now look for¬ 
ward to witnessing what President Han¬ 
sen called the “resolution to ensure that 
members of the campus community un¬ 
derstand their rights and responsibilities 
to learn and work in an environment 
free from discrimination." 
Commitment and Efforts in Environmental 
Sustainability Are Nationally Recognized 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1 
tainable school. We’re doing a lot of 
what Middlebury is doing [and] Bates is 
just as much of a leader,” according to 
Rosenbach. 
“We’ve had so many great achieve¬ 
ments, especially in Dining, that have 
been overlooked. If we can attract new 
students that are interested in these is¬ 
sues and also donations, that could be 
really fantastic for Bates,” said Emily 
Grady ’10, Co-President of Bates Ener¬ 
gy Action Movement (BEAM) and last 
year’s president of Environmental Coali¬ 
tion (EC). 
While EC deals with “general envi¬ 
ronmental and sustainability issues, par¬ 
ticularly [those] related to the community 
and Bates, BEAM is specifically focused 
on global warming solutions and car¬ 
bon-neutrality at Bates with more of a 
political bent,” clarified Grady. 
Already, the Boston Globe men¬ 
tioned Bates in its July 29th story, “Not to 
Be Out-Greened: Colleges Grow More 
Earth-Conscious to Lure Students,” and 
the local NBC affiliate reported from 
campus and from an Auburn farmers’ 
market on the local food grant. 
In addition to improving publicity, 
Rosenbach has three main goals: one, 
“minimize our overall environmental 
footprint. Two, get more people talk¬ 
ing about Bates and sustainability...and 
[three], get people to change their be¬ 
haviors and walk out of here with more 
sustainable habits.” 
After signing the American Uni¬ 
versity and College Presidents Climate 
Commitment, Bates is working towards 
a “pretty lofty goal to achieve climate 
neutrality,” explained Ronsenbach. 
Each of the 575 participating schools 
sets its own individual deadlines for 
“minimizing its impact to climate zero,” 
Rosenbach said. 
She cautioned, “It doesn’t necessar¬ 
ily get at consumption. For example, 
we purchase ‘green’ power for electric¬ 
ity, so our actual climate footprint with 
that is close to zero, [but] we still want 
to reduce our consumption and not 
waste electricity.” 
The green power which “power 
generates” most of the campus is “from 
small hydroelectric and biomass which 
do not emit green house gases,” Rosen¬ 
bach explained. Bates pays more to its 
regular power provider for it to supply 
the college with these specific resourc¬ 
es. 
According to the Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher 
Education (AASHE) website, “Bates is 
the largest purchaser of green power 
both within the New England Small Col¬ 
lege Athletic Conference and among all 
small, private liberal arts colleges in the 
EPA’s Green Power Partnership.” 
As for heat, a pilot program is exper¬ 
imenting with heating houses on Frye 
Street with B-Five Biodiesel. Normally, 
“all of the wood-framed houses use fuel 
oil. In our mainstream plant, we tend to 
use natural gas,” said Rosenbach. 
Starting with a low percentage of 
biofuel is important because introduc¬ 
ing too much too quickly could nega¬ 
tively affect the machines’ filters. A1 
though Bates might be using less oil, 
Rosenbach would prefer “to steer us 
away from using biodiesel and to focus 
on conservation because when it comes 
down to it, [using] five percent biodiesel 
has less of an impact than if we’re just 
using less oil altogether.” 
Stressing that “biodiesel is not nec¬ 
essarily the answer for Bates and that 
conservation is number one,” Rosen¬ 
bach continued, “There are all sorts of 
issues with biodiesel,” such as whether 
“we are growing crops specifically to 
make fuel.” 
“Energy is huge,” said Grady, “and 
we should focus on...mitigating emis¬ 
sions of green house gases as much as 
we can, not by buying carbon credits 
or by offsetting it, but by really chang 
ing where and how we’re buying out 
energy.” An aspiration she thinks about 
- even if it may not be realized soon - 
would be to have “a wind turbine on 
this campus, both as a symbol of what 
we stand for and in terms of.. .not being 
reliant on energy that we can’t necessar 
ily count on.” 
Transportation and dining are two 
areas in which Bates has really excelled. 
“In the U.S., most car trips are less than 
two miles,” said Rosenbach. The Zip- 
Cars are an “opportunity” to not only 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, but 
for students to try out a new car that is 
“really cost effective and fun to drive,” 
she said. 
“Our dining program is one of our 
strong suits. We could do better in basic 
waste management,” but “there are so 
few schools that are doing a really good 
job at every aspect of sustainability,” 
that the position of Environmental Co¬ 
ordinator gives Rosenbach the chance 
to learn from “different schools that are 
doing different projects focusing on dif¬ 
ferent things,” she said. 
When asked about obstacles to 
achieving greater sustainability, Rosen¬ 
bach said, “Bates always mirrors the 
world - there’s always funding chal¬ 
lenges.” She added, “One of the things 
that’s changing is that we are looking 
at how we can set aside money in the 
capital budget for energy projects that 
take capital investment, but have a good 
return.” 
Grady pointed to “general compla¬ 
cency” as the biggest obstacle. “The 
challenge is to get people to care about 
things that they can’t touch or see, like 
electricity. It’s really easy to turn the 
light on - there’s no repercussion for 
not turning it off...unless you’re the 
one who sees the electrical bill,” agreed 
Rosenbach. 
Citing “over-consumption,” Grady 
said, “Basically, people think they find 
happiness in consumption.... That’s 
what’s frustrating to me, you can say 
that you care about the environment 
and then you go and buy tons of clothes 
or tons of video games....” 
Overall, “awareness is not put into 
practice,” she added. “What I see as 
one of my major goals as one of the 
leaders of the environmental organiza¬ 
tion on campus is to try to help people 
put their views, beliefs and awareness 
into practice by just [doing] simple 
things like recycling more, [returning] 
for seconds [instead] of filling up their 
plates too much in Commons and caus¬ 
ing more waste, turning off the lights 
and [taking] shorter showers,” explained 
Grady. 
“Call each other out on it in a really 
good-natured way,” advocated Rosen¬ 
bach. Just as littering and smoking 
have been deemed “socially unaccept¬ 
able,” she said, “We need to start mak¬ 
ing throwing recyclables in the trash 
socially unacceptable.” 
Although she applauds the “recep¬ 
tiveness” and flexibility of students and 
the widespread interest in BEAM and 
EC so far this year, Grady lamented that 
in the past, “it has ended up being just 
a few people who are working on all 
the issues.” 
For student involvement “the state 
of Maine is really conducive...because 
state senators and other people in the 
government are really interested in 
hearing what students have to say,” said 
Grady. Members of BEAM have “helped 
found Sustain Maine, a network com¬ 
prised of student groups from campuses 
around the state [who] have conference 
calls, in-person meetings and are work¬ 
ing together to ideally have all colleges 
and universities in the state sign the 
Presidents Climate Commitment,” ex¬ 
plained Grady. 
“As Bates students,” Grady added, 
“many of us aren’t from the state of 
Maine, so it’s really important, we think, 
to work with people who are from the 
state, who have family here and who 
have grown up here.” 
Looking at environmental issues in 
the classroom “from a ton of different 
disciplines” as well as outside in extra¬ 
curricular organizations is important be¬ 
cause, as Grady said, “The environment 
is something we’re all intrinsically part 
of and not just if you’re interested will 
you be affected by climate change.” 
That this rating appears in Prince¬ 
ton Review is important for the future 
of Bates and its future students. “I’ve 
heard from Admissions that people are 
asking a lot more questions about how 
Bates is sustainable and what Bates is 
doing,” Rosenbach reported excitedly. 
Recalling how the environmental 
sustainability of colleges factored into 
her own college search, Grady said, 
“Students will see that in the Princeton 
Review, and if they are interested in 
sustainability issues, will certainly be in¬ 
clined to check out Bates.” 
Science Departments 
Awarded $500,000 
Sherman Fairchild Foundation Grant Purchased 
Equipment for Student and Faculty Research 
DANIELA REICHELSTEIN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
The Sherman Fairchild Foundation 
awarded Bates College a $500,000 grant 
this July to buy seven scientific appara¬ 
tuses for the biology, chemistry, geol¬ 
ogy and physics departments. 
In May 2007, the Foundation invited 
twelve institutions to compete for sev¬ 
eral awards of $500,000 each. After a 
dialogue amongst President Elaine Tut¬ 
tle Hansen, Dean of Faculty and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs Jill Reich 
and the science faculty, Bates accepted 
the Foundation’s invitation and submit¬ 
ted a proposal. 
The College learned it had secured 
the grant on July 1, 2008. “The Presi¬ 
dent of the Foundation, Bonnie Him- 
melman, wrote to President Hansen 
with the happy news,” Robert Pallone, 
Director of Corporate and Foundation 
relations said. 
“The Foundation was extremely 
impressed by how interdisciplinary the 
sciences were and how supportive the 
Dean and the President were,” Pam 
Baker, professor of biology and Direc¬ 
tor of Faculty Research and Scholarship, 
said. 
Baker, the principal investigator of 
the grant and writer of the final propos¬ 
al, organized interdepartmental confer¬ 
ences amongst science faculty. “We had 
group meetings and picked the equip¬ 
ment that would be shared across de¬ 
partments,” she said. 
The physics department will pur¬ 
chase a radio frequency power spec¬ 
trum analyzer that will be used exten¬ 
sively in the labs of professors Hon 
Lin and Lilian Childress. “We requested 
funds for this piece of equipment be¬ 
cause we want to add new experiments 
in our teaching laboratory and extend 
our facilities for student and faculty re¬ 
search,” Lin said. 
Lin will use the rf spectrum analyzer 
to measure frequency beating and other 
intensity pulsations in lasers. 
“With it we can develop experi¬ 
ments in which students study lasers 
used in telecommunications,” Lin said. 
“My students and I have studied a novel 
semiconductor: vertical-cavity surface- 
emitting laser (VCSEL) used in fiber-op¬ 
tic communications. Certain instabilities, 
such as irregular fluctuations in intensi¬ 
ty, can be induced in VCSELs. With the 
requested rf spectrum analyzer we will 
be able to investigate these fluctuations 
in a much wider frequency range.” 
Childress will use the spectrum 
analyzer to study defect centers in di¬ 
amonds with optical and microwave 
excitation. “The spectrum analyzer will 
cover the microwave frequency range 
that I use to manipulate these defects,” 
she said. 
Childress thinks that students do¬ 
ing research for thesis and independent 
study projects will benefit from the 
analyzer. “It will allow them to directly 
see what the Fourier transform of a mi¬ 
crowave signal looks like and facilitate 
their translation between time and fre¬ 
quency space descriptions of electro¬ 
magnetic waves,” she said. 
The biology department requested a 
quantitative polymerase chain reaction 
machine that measures the amount of 
messenger RNA in tissue samples. “The 
machine can be used to figure out if 
an organism is using a particular gene,” 
Baker said. “It also identifies whether a 
particular gene is being transcribed.” 
A scanning electron microscope, 
which analyzes the chemical make¬ 
up of a surface, accounts for $225,000 
of the total grant money and will be 
shared by the biology and geology de¬ 
partments. 
Forgiven, Not Forgotten 
Understanding the Traces that 
Dropped Charges Leave Behind 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1 
find themselves in the wrong place at 
the wrong time, and there’s probably 
something a little bigger going on.” 
Admittedly, this issue does not come 
up very often. “I don’t even know how 
many strikes we give out in a given 
year... the number is high,” said Davis. 
“But I can probably count on one hand 
the number that are actually appealed 
in a given year, maybe on both hands 
depending on the year. Of the ones 
that are appealed, the vast majority 
are upheld.” Of the 97 strikes issued in 
the 2007-2008 academic year, only five 
were rescinded. 
Similar to a jury told to disregard a 
piece of information in the American 
judicial system, the judge might never 
know the extent to which the jury is 
actually influenced. Student Co-Chair 
Ben Horgan ’09 acknowledged the 
possibility: “I would tend to ignore [re¬ 
scinded strikes] personally, it kind of 
seems ridiculous for the charge to be 
there, but there could be a situation 
where it helped the Committee decide 
on action.” 
There is a potential for abuse if rules 
for rescinded strikes, whether discuss¬ 
ing them in the SCC or imposing them 
retroactively, are not explicitly stated. 
Students may be safe with a dean and 
SCC Co-Chairs who do not believe that 
rescinded strikes can be evidence, but 
staff members change, and these hypo¬ 
thetical situations arise due to the lack 
of defined rules. 
Davis offered a hypothetical circum¬ 
stance where a rescinded strike might 
be discussed: “I can imagine a situa¬ 
tion where it might be relevant, say if 
a student did get hauled in front of the 
Student Conduct Committee for deal¬ 
ing drugs, and they had a rescinded 
drug strike in their record, that’s prob¬ 
ably worth mentioning to the Com¬ 
mittee. And the Committee will weigh 
it accordingly and say, ‘Well this kid is 
dealing on campus and they have a re¬ 
scinded drug strike, so is it likely that 
the first transgression was in reality a 
transgression and they just got lucky, or 
was it truly an inopportune moment for 
the student, and they weren’t deserving 
of the strike.’ 
“The student would have the oppor¬ 
tunity to respond to the presentation of 
this information in front of the Commit¬ 
tee, and they could say, ‘Well, no this 
was the circumstance under which I 
received that first strike, and these are 
the circumstances under which it was 
rescinded,’ and again the Committee 
would decide how much weight to give 
that if any.” 
If a rescinded strike could hypothet¬ 
ically be discussed in a Student Conduct 
Commitee, it leaves the possibility that 
the strike could be reactivated. “I’ve 
never seen that,” said Davis, “but the 
Student Conduct Committee, in hearing 
cases, has given a student a strike or 
asked the deans to issue a strike in ad¬ 
dition to whatever other penalties they 
are putting into place.” 
“Let’s say a student is really drunk, 
under the legal drinking age, and they 
put a person-sized hole in the wall, the 
Committee could put them on probation 
for... dorm damage, and in addition to 
that probationary status, could ask the 
Deans Office to impose a strike for un¬ 
derage possession of alcohol. But I’ve 
never been involved with a case, nor 
am I aware of any case where the Stu¬ 
dent Conduct Committee has imposed 
the strike retroactively,” said Davis. 
Students appearing before the SCC 
often “lawyer up,” arguing Law and 
Order-style with television theatrics, 
according to Professor Imber, but it is 
important to remember that community 
justice is not the same as legal justice. 
“The college’s code of conduct is 
comparable to our larger judicial sys¬ 
tem in a very limited way,” Dean Davis 
said. “We are adjudicated violations of 
our community standards, not viola¬ 
tions of the law and so therein lies the 
difference. Plus, it’s a part of the student 
record, it may be irrelevant, but it’s still 
factual. If you were cleared of charg¬ 
es in a criminal case and then found 
yourself in front of a judge and jury for 
another set of criminal charges, I can 
all but assure you that the prosecuting 
attorney is going to try to get that in¬ 
formation in somehow. So the fact that 
this information is disclosed to either 
the deans or the SCC isn’t too far off 
the mark in terms of how our larger le¬ 
gal system operates. But keep in mind, 
we’re not talking about a legal process 
here.” 
- fry v 
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Focus on Multicultural Diversity 
Admissions Office Celebrates Successes in Recruitment for 
Class of 2012, Continues to Set Higher Goals 
ALEXANDRA KELLY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
In addition to being the largest en¬ 
tering class that Bates has ever had, the 
Class of 2012 is also one of the most 
diverse. Of the 542 first-year and trans¬ 
fer students new to Bates this fall, 18 
percent are United States minorities, 
six percent are international, and five 
percent are dual citizens, for a total of 
29 percent of students who come from 
what Dean of Admissions Wylie Mitchell 
calls “very diverse backgrounds.” 
The Admissions Office attributes 
this year’s success in part to recruitment 
efforts among multicultural students, 
which caused a dramatic increase in ap¬ 
plications. While this was also the larg¬ 
est applicant pool in Bates history, the 
sharpest jump was in applicants from 
multicultural students from the United 
States. 
Applications from all groups in¬ 
creased by 14 percent from the previous 
year, while the number of applications 
from multicultural students increased 
by 38 percent. “Understanding the suc¬ 
cess of 2012 begins by recognizing” that 
increase in applications, Dean Mitchell 
said. 
According to Marylyn Scott, Director 
of Multicultural Recruitment and Associ¬ 
ate Dean for Student Transition, the in¬ 
crease in entering multicultural students 
was “due to the institutional commit¬ 
ment to diversity.” Support from current 
students and faculty members, including 
a rally calling for increased diversity in 
the fall of 2006, caught the attention of 
trustees and the administration. 
“Bates is very good about taking a 
look in the mirror and asking, ‘What’s 
wrong with us? What can we do bet¬ 
ter?’” Scott said. 
Two years ago, working with the 
recommendations of the Campus Cli¬ 
mate Project, Admissions Office deans 
began spending significantly more time 
in the recruitment process communi¬ 
cating .with community-based directors 
who talk to students about college in 
very diverse areas. “We make sure that 
they have a firsthand understanding of 
Bates,” Mitchell said, to ensure that there 
are “trusted individuals” in these areas 
“with great confidence that Bates will 
serve their students well.” 
Also instrumental in the recruitment 
of minority students was the addition 
of Scott’s position as what she calls a 
“swing dean.” With Carmen McCoy, she 
alternates year-to-year between working 
with Admissions and the Dean of Stu¬ 
dents’ office, first recruiting multicultur¬ 
al members of the incoming class and 
then working with them through their 
first year at Bates. 
“I’m certain that that has a great deal 
to do with the College’s success,” said 
Mitchell. He called it “common sense” 
to think that some of the students who 
face the greatest difference at Bates 
should have support available during 
their transition. “Supporting them on an 
individual level is the right thing to do.” 
Scott is in contact with 124 domes¬ 
tic multicultural students and first-gen- 
eration-to-college Caucasian students. 
Through their first year at Bates, she will 
meet with each of them individually at 
least once per month. 
Prior to the beginning of the semes¬ 
ter, she sent an invitation to the 77 of 
her students who had chosen to not 
join an AESOP trip for a program called 
Preview, which gave them the opportu¬ 
nity “to come early and bond with class¬ 
mates.” The program, which included 
lunch with faculty and staff of color, 
orientation-style programming, and 
joint trips with incoming international 
students to Falmouth hnd Portland, re¬ 
ceived positive reviews from students. 
Though domestic minority students 
only made up 14.4 percent of the ap¬ 
plicant pool, they were 25.2 percent of 
those accepted for the class of 2012, 
indicating that multicultural diversity 
is indeed a factor in making decisions 
about which applicants to admit. “It’s 
absolutely a consideration in the admis¬ 
sions process,” Mitchell said. “We’re try¬ 
ing to achieve a holistic review of each 
applicant, which includes background. 
We’re interested in shaping the next 
class as well as the individual student.” 
The goal, Mitchell said, has become 
almost a chorus: “Let’s get the Admis¬ 
sions office to recruit the next ‘best’ 
class for the college, on target, on bud¬ 
get, while increasing diversity, broadly 
defined, increasing the academic qual¬ 
ity, and increasing the skills, potential 
and talent.” 
More than anything else, Scott attri¬ 
butes the successes of admissions this 
year to the hard work of the staff. “It’s 
not only people with ‘multicultural’ or 
‘diversity’ in their title who are commit¬ 
ted” to increasing multicultural diversity 
at Bates,” she said. In Admissions, “no 
itinerary can go out without a multicul¬ 
tural aspect to it.” 
Though the Admissions Office is 
thrilled with its success, they are not 
ceasing their efforts to increase multi¬ 
cultural recruitment. “We say, ‘Well, that 
was really great. Let’s move the bar 
higher,”’ Mitchell said. “We can recruit 
a better, more talented, more interesting 
class.” 
Even though, Scott said, “it’s not 
as though we have arrived, we’re ap¬ 
proaching where we would like to be. 
We’re constantly working and assessing 
all that we do with an eye to improve¬ 
ment. The work doesn’t stop, we don’t 
rest on our laurels.” 
News in Brief 
College Supports Students’ Religious Devotion 
During Holiest Month of Islamic Year 
CHLOE BOURNE 
STAFF WRITER 
From September 1st to Septem¬ 
ber 30th this year, approximately 
20 Bates students are participating 
in the Muslim religious observance 
Ramadan. Considered the holiest 
month of the Islamic year, Ramadan 
is believed to be the month in which 
the Qur’an was given to the Prophet 
Muhammad by the Angel Gabriel. 
Every morning before sunrise, 
the students have sahur, pre-sunrise 
breakfast, before making the prom¬ 
ise not to break their fast until iftar, 
the sunset meal later in the day. 
According to Mert Karakus ’ll, 
the promise to resist temptation for 
the day brings one closer to God 
because it teaches patience and 
sacrifice. Throughout this month of 
self-sacrifice, participants try to be 
the best person they can by helping 
those less fortunate than themselves. 
Because they cannot eat for the 
entire day, the participants’ evening 
meal is particularly important. For 
over two decades, Bates has done its 
“small part to assist students in their 
observation” by covering the cost 
of the midnight meals at the Bobcat 
Den, now Milts’, says International 
Student Advisor and Associate Dean 
of Students James Reese. 
Non-Muslim students wanting to 
better understand the observance 
who have also participated in the 
fasting have been accommodated 
at the Den too. Multifaith Chaplain 
William Blaine-Wallace and those 
participating in the observance enjoy 
the final meal of Ramadan together. 
After a month of fasting, the 
three-day celebration of Eid takes 
place, when families customarily vis¬ 
it relatives and enjoy rich food. At 
Bates this year, the Muslim Students’ 
Association will go to Six Flags to 
celebrate a month of good deeds and 
religious devotion. 
{TOfns; Wzzk tn W$z pates; J£>tubent 
1908 
An editorial proposed separate literary societies for men and women, to “stimulate them to better work.” Another 
argued that “A knowledge of the ordinary rules of etiquette is quite as essential to success” as any other part of the Bates 
education, including academics. 
1942 
“The biggest blow” to hopes for an outstanding cross country team “was dealt by Uncle Sam,” when Bob McLauthlin, 
who matriculated with the Class of 1943, left for service in the United States Naval Air Corps. 
1965 
The “Freshman” class was the “largest ever” at 280 members; the Outing Club held its first fall Popham Beach Outing (not 
yet the Clambake). Hamburgers: $1.00, Clams: $1.25, Lobster: $1.50. 
1983 
Bates watched planning as the University of Maine considered opening a campus in Lewiston. The College was forced to 
comply with the Solomon Act, removing federal financial aid from those who did not register with the Selective Service. 
2001 
The Student pushed back its usual Tuesday printing to offer limited coverage of the Sept. 11 attacks, including a photo 
montage of the horror-struck community. “Color of Water” author James McBride delivered the Convocation address. 
Source: The Edmund S. Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library 
Welcome Back Bates Students! 
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Leading the Way 
Men’s XC Third of 10 
TOM LEONARD/COURTESY PHOTO 
Junior Doug Brecker (left), sophomore Devin Dilts (center) and first-year Sean Col- 
ligan (right) lead the pack at Tufts. 
KATIE BASH 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
The men’s cross country team had 
a successful opening to their season 
this past Saturday at Tufts’ Jumbo Invi¬ 
tational. Competing against a talented 
field, the Bobcats placed third out of 
10 teams. Bowdoin, who entered the 
meet ranked 10th in Division III in New 
England, won the meet with a total of 
38 points. Stonehill tallied 49 and Bates 
58. Impressively, these top three teams 
drastically distanced themselves from 
the rest of the field, with Augsburg Col¬ 
lege coming in fourth with 126 points. 
“We really couldn’t have asked for 
a better race,” said a proud Coach A1 
Fereshetian. 
Three of the Bobcats finished in 
the top 10. Sophomore transfer student 
Devin Dilts, the winner of last week¬ 
end’s pre-season race against Colby, fin¬ 
ished third out of 84 competing athletes. 
Dilts covered the 8k course in 27:20, the 
See MEN’S XC, B2 
Women Fifth of Nine 
TOM LEONARD/COURTESY PHOTO 
Sophomore Jen Mitton (left) and junior Esther Kendall (right) keep pace at Tufts. 
JOE MUSSO 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
The women’s cross country team 
competed in their first normal meet 
of the season on Saturday. The Tufts 
Jumbo Invitational was held at Grafton 
Park, in Grafton, Mass. Led by junior 
Esther Kendall of Ridgeway, Ontario, 
the female harriers finished an im¬ 
pressive fifth out of nine competing 
teams. 
The Grafton course is well known 
for being extremely hilly. The women’s 
5k is one of, if not the, hardest courses 
the harriers will face this fall. Charac¬ 
terized by very challenging first and 
third miles, racing at Tufts requires a 
lot of strategy and conservatism. In a 
nutshell, that means going out slower 
and finishing hard. 
Finishing just outside of the top 10, 
Esther Kendall snagged 11th place out 
of 115 runners. Kendall's time of 20:46 
for a 5k was just one minute behind 
See WOMEN'S XC, page B2 
Men’s 
Soccer 
Beats 
UMF, 
Falls to 
Williams 
HARRY POOLE 
STAFF WRITER 
The men’s soccer season kicked 
off this week with a home game on 
Wednesday against UMaine-Farming- 
ton. Although UMF is not a NESCAC 
opponent, the game provided the 
young Bobcats with a good test before 
they faced perennial NESCAC power¬ 
house Williams bn Saturday. 
Against UMF, the men prevailed 
with a 2-1 victory thanks to sophomore 
Dae-Ro Lee’s first half goal off of junior 
Peter Litwin’s cross. The Bobcat’s sec¬ 
ond score came on an own goal from 
the UMF defense. 
UMF would strike back in the sec¬ 
ond half with a goal off a free kick 
from Andrew Merriken. The Bobcats 
outshot UMF by a lopsided margin of 
27-14, highlighting their dominance 
over a non-conference foe. 
Saturday’s game against visiting Wil¬ 
liams proved to be a tougher match-up, 
but one that could have ended with ei¬ 
ther team on top. 
“Williams is one of the premier 
teams in the country, let alone the 
NESCAC,” said senior Co-Captain Clark 
Winchell. “We knew it was going to be 
a fight heading into the game. I mean, 
it’s NESCAC, it always is.” 
The game was a hard-fought battle 
between two very impressive defenses. 
With a young group of players taking 
the field for Bates, the team proved 
that they could hang with the best. 
The 1-0 loss was hard to swallow, but 
the team showed improved confidence 
and team chemistry. 
Winchell and Co-Captain Nate Kel¬ 
logg ’09 anchored a defense sorely 
missing Patrick King ’10, who remained 
sidelined with a pulled butt muscle. 
With Kellogg and Winchell keeping 
things in order, Litwin and senior full¬ 
back Oliver Fadly were masterful in 
shutting down the speed of the Wil¬ 
liams forwards. 
Behind his four standout defend¬ 
ers, first-year goalkeeper Greg Watts 
showed the poise and skill that it takes 
See MEN’S SOCCER, B2 
Outshot, Not Outplayed 
l-HWEI WARNER/THE BATES STUDENT 
Junior Morgan Maciewicz and first-year Mackenzie Ross hustle upfield in Saturday’s game against Williams. 
KATIE BASH 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
The field hockey team made a val¬ 
iant attempt at a comeback on Saturday, 
but it was not enough to fend off the 
first-half dominance of the Williams 
Ephs. The garnet women lost 4-2 in 
theit 'first NESCAC league game and are 
ndw 1-2 on the season. Williams took a 
2-0 lead early on in the game on a pair 
of back-to-back penalty corners. The 
Ephs added another goal with less than 
six minutes remaining in the period. Af¬ 
ter one frame of play, Williams led 3-0, 
having outshot the Bobcats 17-0. 
The Bobcats came out of the half 
with a vengeance. The team’s first goal 
came on their first penalty corner of the 
game, as junior Samantha Rothkopf’s 
ricocheted shot was collected by junior 
Morgan Maciewicz, who then assisted 
senior Emily Sampson’s slam past the 
Williams goalie. With nearly 10 minutes 
left on the clock, Kelly McManus T2 
assisted sophomore Stephanie Cabot to 
make the score 3-2. 
Even with all the excitement, the 
Ephs squeezed in another goal with 
just a minute left on the clock, secur¬ 
ing a 4-2 victory. In the end, Bates’ six 
shots and five penalty corners could not 
match up to Williams 30 shots and 13 
corners. Sophomore goalie Katie McEn¬ 
roe did an excellent job defending the 
garnet cage with 14 total saves to Wil¬ 
liams’ one. 
The women will play next against 
another NESCAC rival. They travel to 
Bowdoin on Wednesday Sept. 17 for a 7 
p.m. game under the lights. 
Jake the Snake 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS 
EDITOR 
Remember Jake Plum¬ 
mer? Jake the Snake? Of course you do. 
The Cardinals drafted the Arizona 
State standout in the second round of 
the 1997 NFL draft. Plummer went on 
to play 10 seasons in the NFL with Ari¬ 
zona and Denver where he amassed 161 
touchdowns, l6l interceptions and al¬ 
most 30,000 passing yards. While he had 
a fairly pedestrian QB rating of 74.6 over 
his 10 seasons, Plummer also rushed for 
1,853 yards, a respectable average of 4.3 
yards per carry and 17 TDs. ASU induct¬ 
ed Plummer into their Hall of Fame in 
2007. 
Don’t worry if none of this sounds 
familiar. One could hardly say that Plum¬ 
mer left a lasting impression on the game 
of football. At 6-2,212-lbs, Plummer likely . 
wowed more NFL fans with his unkempt 
facial hair than his elevated level of play. 
What makes Plummer socially relevant 
and in my case “column-worthy” is what 
he has done since leaving the game. 
Prior to attending the 80s dance this 
weekend, I had a conversation about 
Plummer with my friend Chase. A die¬ 
hard fan of Colorado sports, Chase in¬ 
formed me that since Plummer’s retire¬ 
ment from professional football, he has 
evolved into one of the best handball 
players in America. 
Considering our condition, this 
would have been a really funny joke 
had Chase been yanking my chain; like 
telling me that the 80s dance had been 
moved to Merrill or that the cute girl in 
the corner was dying to talk to me or that 
the police demonstrated a greater degree 
of geniality in their questioning the less 
one’s jorts (that’s jean shorts) left up to 
the imagination. 
But it’s true. 
Jake Plummer has given up argu¬ 
ably the most glamorous position in all 
of professional sports - that of a starting 
NFL quarterback - to play handball with 
his 35-year-old brother Eric. Now before 
I pass any personal judgment on Plum¬ 
mer (or Eric for that matter), I think it 
becomes necessary to clarify some spe¬ 
cifics concerning the game of handball. 
When I hear handball, I think first 
of the game most of us played in grade 
school P.E.: a small ball the older kids 
could palm, three steps with the ball be¬ 
fore you must pass it off, throwing the 
ball into a goal to score, etc. What Plum¬ 
mer is playing is more like squash with¬ 
out rackets. 
Now, at this point in the column, I 
find myself rapidly running out of time 
before I must pass judgment on Plum¬ 
mer. Either he should be revered for get¬ 
ting out before the game took a more 
serious toll on his body or he should be 
lambasted for quitting in favor of play¬ 
ing a sport with as much unintentional 
comedic value as handball. 
I don’t like these parameters. I am 
tired of other people assessing me and 
as a result I am not going to assess 
Plummer. Instead, I would like to point 
out that Plummer’s new pastime makes 
sense. 
I don’t mean that with his superb 
hand-eye coordination and shifty foot¬ 
work, Jake the Snake is a perfect fit for 
the sport of handball. This may be the 
case, but I have no idea what the sport 
of handball requires. Rather, it seems 
to me that Plummer was destined for 
See JAKE PLUMMER, B3 
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Marked Improvement 
A Bates defender steals the ball from a Williams forward, successfully preventing her from taking the shot. 
PAUL LOMBARDI 
STAFF WRITER 
l-HWEI WARNER/THE BATES STUDENT 
What a difference a year makes. 
Last season, Williams shut out Bates 
6-0. Last Saturday, women’s soccer fell 
just short of upsetting Williams in their 
season opener. The Bobcats lost 2-1. 
Bates came out strong, putting pres¬ 
sure on the Ephs from the start of the 
first half. The high intensity paid off in 
the 23rd minute when Amanda Gifford 
T2 put home a rebound to give Bates a 
1-0 lead. The Ephs stormed right back 
KATIE BASH 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
The volleyball team had a trying 
weekend, facing off against Maine 
rivals Bowdoin and Colby this past 
Saturday. Unfortunately, the women 
dropped both non-conference match¬ 
es, losing to the Polar Bear hosts in 
the morning 3-0 and losing again to 
the Colby Mules by the same score 
with Williams junior Brianna Wolfson 
tying the score just five minutes later. 
At the end of the first half, the score 
was 1-1. The game remained tied until 
the 65th minute when Williams’ Jac¬ 
queline Russo scored to put the Ephs 
ahead 2-1. 
Despite being completely outshot 
by Williams (40-5 in shots taken), 
Bates remained in the game and nearly 
equalized the score on several occa¬ 
sions in the second half. In the 72nd 
minute, first-year forward Sam Alper 
took a shot from outside the left cor- 
in the afternoon. The pair of losses 
drops Bates to 2-4 on the season. 
The Polar Bears took all three sets 
from the Bobcats, winning 25-20 in 
the first set, 25-14 in the second and 
25-17 in the final frame. Despite the 
loss, the Bobcats put up a good fight. 
Junior hitter Tess Dokus had 6 kills, 
first-year right side Chrissy Gee had 
4 kills and 5 digs, sophomore libero 
Brit Johnson had 12 digs, and first- 
ner of the 18-yard box, striking the ball 
off the crossbar. With eight minutes to 
go, senior Jen Marino rushed past the 
defense toward a through ball but was 
beat to the ball by the Williams goal¬ 
keeper. Marino had to jump over the 
goalie to avoid contact. Bates had an¬ 
other opportunity with three minutes 
remaining but couldn’t capitalize. 
Senior captain Caitlin McMahon 
said before the game, “this season we 
have a very young team with a lot of 
potential...We are really putting the 
past season behind us and really look- 
year setter Grace Haessler had 16 as¬ 
sists and 6 digs. 
In the Colby match, Haessler also 
contributed significantly to Bates’ ef¬ 
forts, pacing the Bobcats with 28 as¬ 
sists and 10 digs. Colby prevailed on 
the day, however, winning games 
25-23, 25-18 and 25-19. Gee contribut¬ 
ed 8 kills and 5 digs. Right side Avery 
Masters ’10 had 8 kills and 2 blocks, 
hitter Liz Leberman ’10 had 7 kills 
ing to be a top competitor in the NES- 
CAC.” 
Hopefully Bates will be able to 
put the first game behind them too. 
The team proved that they can stay 
in games against the top competition 
and the underclassmen seem ready to 
provide the team with strong offensive 
power. 
Bates has little time to dwell on 
the loss. The Bobcats face Wellesley at 
home Thursday afternoon before head¬ 
ing on the road to play NESCAC rival 
Amherst on Saturday. 
and 7 digs and middle blocker Olivia 
Schow T2 had 7 kills and 2 aces. 
All is certainly not lost for the 
Bobcats, who have progressively put 
forth a stronger team each of the past 
couple seasons. 
The women will see if they can 
turn their luck around when they 
compete next at another non-confer¬ 
ence match at UMaine-Farmington on 
Tuesday Sept. 16 at 7 p.m. 
Men’s XC’s Dilts 
Continues 
to Impress 
CONTINUED FROM B1 
fourth fastest course time for a Bates 
athlete. Junior Doug Brecher placed 
ninth overall in 27:49 and first-year Troy 
Calandra took 10th in 28:04. Calandra, 
who said he felt pretty awful in the 
first two miles, moved up significantly 
throughout the course of the race. 
“I was less nervous than I thought I 
would be,” said Calandra. “I felt horrible 
after going out too fast in the first mile, 
but once I got into it I was able to make 
some moves.” 
First-year Sean Colligan finished 
12th in a time of 28:10, senior Dillon 
Tung placed 24th in 28:46, first-year 
Peter Corcoran came in 27th in 28:57, 
and first-year Ben Chebot took 31st in 
29:10. 
The majority of the runners in Bates’ 
top seven from this past weekend afe 
first-years. These promising young 
members of the team appear to be just 
the remedy for a Bates squad that grad¬ 
uated many of its top performers last 
spring. Assistant Coach Tod Goewey 
believes that the team has what it takes 
to break into New England’s top 10 
rankings. 
Tufts also held a JV 5k. Bates en¬ 
tered six runners, including Naoki Ka- 
kuta, a visiting student from Japan who 
came in ninth overall in a time of 18:39. 
Co-Captain Michael Watson came in 
15th in 19:31. 
Bates’ next race is on Sept. 27 at the 
Wesleyan Invitational. 
Women’s XC 
First Team 
to Finish 
Top Seven 
CONTINUED FROM 81 
the winner of the race, Stephanie Mc¬ 
Namara of Tufts University. Rounding 
out Bates’ top seven were sophomore 
Jennifer Mitton in 13th place, junior 
Katie Bash in 18th, senior captain Allie 
Goldstein in 19th, sophomore Chloe 
Born in 23rd, first-year Jennifer Mon- 
sulick in 28th and sophomore Eliza¬ 
beth Rowley in 29th. 
The Bates women finished their 
top seven runners before any other 
team on Saturday, an impressive feat 
showing the depth of the Bobcats. 
Bates’ final score was 84, just behind 
Bowdoin with a score of 73. Tufts 
won their own invitational, scoring 37 
points. 
The women race next at the Wes¬ 
leyan invitational on Sept. 27. 
Volleyball Swept by Bowdoin, Colby 
BOBCAT 
®1? THE WIEK 
Devin Dilts Ml 
TOM LEONARD/COURTESY PHOTO 
Dilts, last week’s 
Bobcat of the week*', 
aimed in a repeat 
performance this 
week on a tougher 
course against stiffer 
competition. Dilts 
took third out of 84 
runners on the 8k 
course in a time of; 
27:20. 
I “I 
Men’s Soccer Hangs with Williams .. 
I-HWEI WARNER/THE BATES STUDENT 
Senior fullback Oliver Fadly serves the ball upfield past the outstretched leg of a Williams forward. 
CONTINUED FROM B1 
to be successful in the NESCAC. Watts 
made five saves, the most impressive 
of which came towards the end of the 
game when Bates needed it most. A 
Williams forward ripped a shot from 
the corner of the box, heading towards 
the upper right corner of the net when 
Watts dove horizontally and came 
down safely with the ball, preserving 
Bates’ one goal disadvantage. 
Although the loss to Williams low¬ 
ered Bates’ record to 1-1 (0-1 in the 
NESCAC), Winchell said the team 
“showed some solid potential.” 
The Bobcats will look to use this 
game as motivation next weekend as 
they travel to Amherst, Mass, to face 
another top-ranked NESCAC team, 
Amherst College. 
T r 
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Football Scrimmages Colby 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Colby defenders tackle a Bates halfback in Friday’s scrimmage. The team is optomistic about it’s first regular season game on Sept. 20. 
ERIC ARMSTRONG 
STAFF WRITER 
Although Bobcat football was de¬ 
feated by Colby last Friday 10-0, the 
annual scrimmage served as an ex¬ 
cellent opportunity for the team to 
self-evaluate in preparation for the 
upcoming season. 
Starters played in the first half of 
the scrimmage. In the second half, 
players who normally might not 
see time were put in and the teams 
stopped keeping score. 
In the first half, Colby picked up 
a mishandled punt snap and returned 
it for a touchdown. On offense, the 
running backs ran hard and the of¬ 
fensive line stepped up to the chal¬ 
lenge of facing a veteran Colby unit. 
The defensive line also played well, 
with Coleman Peeke ’09 as the lead¬ 
ing tackier. 
The scrimmage gave the team a 
chance to evaluate its roster under 
game conditions. 
“I feel that we are deeper in cer¬ 
tain positions than we have been in a 
while,” said Coach Harriman. “It looks 
like we are more balanced on offense 
than we were a year ago and defen¬ 
sively we are faster.” 
Harriman is optimistic about Bates’ 
chances this season after seeing Fri¬ 
day’s performance. 
Last season, Bates’ opponents out- 
scored .them 211-104 and out-rushed 
the Bobcats 1,279-760. The team did 
particularly poorly in the second quar¬ 
ter where they were outscored 82-30. 
The team’s first game of the sea¬ 
son will be at Trinity on Sept. 20. The 
game will also be Trinity’s first of the 
season. Last season, Trinity was 6-2 
and second in the NESCAC. Bates was 
1-7 on the season and last in the NES¬ 
CAC. 
Upcoming 
Date: 
Sport: 
Opponent: 
Time: 
Thurs. Sept. 18 
Women’s Soccer 
Wellesley 
4:30 p.m. 
Home Games 
Fri. Sept. 19 
Volleyball 
Tufts 
8 p.m. 
Sat. Sept. 20 
Volleyball 
Amherst 
12 p.m 
Jake Plummer’s New Pastime 
CONTINUED FROM B1 
Golf Opens 
Season with Pair = 
of Wins, Medals 
something other than professional foot¬ 
ball. 
Go to Google Image Search and type 
in “Jake Plummer.” Now look at the sec¬ 
ond, third, fourth and fifth pictures that 
come up. Does this guy really look like 
an NFL quarterback? The answer better 
be “no,” or else you probably started 
Kyle Orton on your fantasy team this 
weekend, but only because Jay Fiedler 
was unavailable. 
We can’t fault him for it, but during 
his 10-year stint in the NFL, Plummer 
lacked the mystique that surrounds his 
peers today. Guys like Tom Brady, Brett 
Favre, Peyton Manning, Kurt Warner and 
even unproven youngsters like Vince 
Young, Matt Leinart and Brady Quinn all 
emit an attitude which seems to say: “I 
belong,” rega-dless of whether they actu¬ 
ally do (I am looking at you Leinart). In 
Plummer’s case, I am not sure that as a 
pro he ever had that golden boy aura 
m about him. 
Part of it certainly has to do with 
■ his physical appearance. Plummer’s un¬ 
trimmed beard and careless flow - more 
hockey mullet than quarterback prep- 
shag - contrasts sharply from the per- 
■ feet day-old stubble of Brady, Favre and 
Warner and the rugged and manicured 
good looks of Quinn and Leinart. Plum¬ 
mer would almost certainly receive a 
callback for a part in a 1970s film about 
a homeless ex-cop who gets into porn to 
get off the streets. 
Let me change my tune and say that 
this is why we like him. No, not because 
he took a role as a homeless ex-cop in 
a 70s-style porno, but because he could. 
Let the record reflect, that Jake Plummer 
has never done porn or been homeless 
and is happily married to a former Bron¬ 
co’s cheerleader. 
I have always really liked Plummer. I 
even drafted him for a couple of my fan¬ 
tasy teams back when he was a Bronco. 
But when I ask myself why I like him, it 
has very little to do with his talent as an 
athlete. I like that Plummer had a dis¬ 
gusting mustache. I like that he threw 
interceptions. And I like how he got 
sacked 101 times in his first two years 
in the league. His shortcomings made it 
more enjoyable to watch when he beat 
quarterbacks with prettier facial hair, 
when he threw touchdowns and when 
he scrambled away from oncoming pass 
rushes. 
When we are young we latch onto 
people who are the very best at what 
they do: the Michael Jordans, the Tiger 
Woods’ and the Sidney Crosbys of sport. 
Part of this has to do with our lack of 
knowledge at the time, but I think most 
of it is us wanting to see our favorite 
people succeed. If we select a favorite 
player who is very good, then we will 
see them succeed more often. 
As we get older, we tend to judge 
players less on their achievements in the 
sport they play and more on their char¬ 
acter and what they have overcome to 
get to where they are today. Perhaps this 
has something to do with the fact that 
most of us aren’t succeeding as easily or 
as spectacularly as we might have previ¬ 
ously imagined we would. As a result, 
it becomes more satisfying to watch an 
underdog succeed. 
I will never forget the 1995 MLB post¬ 
season the first year my beloved Seattle 
Mariners made the playoffs. Like most 
young males in America, Ken Griffey 
Junior was my favorite player (I still 
maintain that my affection for Junior was 
more legit than the majority of the nation 
because I was actually from the Seattle 
area). As the Mariners progressed deeper 
into the post-season, my affection for Ju¬ 
nior grew. My mom, meanwhile, latched 
onto Vince Coleman. 
Vince Coleman? Really? Vince Cole¬ 
man was a 34-year-old journeyman who 
won Rookie of the Year in 1985 with 110 
stolen bases but since then had posted a 
lifetime batting average of .264 and nev¬ 
er hit more than 10 home runs in a sea¬ 
son. He was having the year of his life in 
Seattle. At the time, I was bewildered by 
my mom’s decision, but as I have grown 
older and the selection process for my fa¬ 
vorite players has relied increasingly less 
on their game-to-game performances, 1 
too have developed a fierce affection for 
Coleman. 
This is not to say that Jake Plummer 
is the Vince Coleman of the NFL. But 
if you told me today that Coleman was 
playing handball, I don’t think it would 
come as much of a shock. Conversely, if 
Peyton Manning were to retire today and 
exchange his quarterback wristband for 
a handball glove, I would be livid, not 
to mention absolutely baffled. But it’s for 
this reason that I don’t really like Peyton 
Manning that much. 
So when I say it makes sense that 
Jake Plummer is playing handball, it isn’t 
an insult. We aren’t upset about it be¬ 
cause what did we really expect? I don’t 
know many handball players (any actu¬ 
ally), but if I had to imaging one, I think 
he would look a little like Jake Plum¬ 
mer. 
I generally like tc end my columns 
with a powerful closm.g line, something 
I engineered to tie the entire scatter¬ 
brained piece together and usually with 
the goal of getting a laugh from my read¬ 
ers. This week, however, I think I would 
like to close with a line from the middle 
of Rich Hammond’s piece “Plummer’s 
Handball Odyssey” from the Oct. 19, 
2007 edition of the Denver Post: 
“With his beard full but trimmed, 
Plummer still looks very much like a top- 
level athlete. He played in a T-shirt and 
shorts, with a sock used as a makeshift 
headband. He’s not an emotional player, 
but did protest a call early in the first 
game. After the match he headed up to 
the spectators’ area and had a beer.” 
Sounds like Jake the Snake is right 
where he belongs. 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
Women’s golf took on a quartet 
of Maine schools this weekend at 
Bowdoin and came out on top. 
Senior Liz Wilcox and first-year 
Brigid Dunn posted the lowest 
scores of the tournament, shooting 
a pair of 87s. Colby’s Jessica Vogel 
shot the third lowest score with an 
89, while first-year Mimi Neal, an¬ 
other Batesie, shot the fourth low¬ 
est with a 92. Bates’ two-player 174 
easily bested Bowdoin (195), Colby 
(209) and UMaine-Farmington (221), 
earning the Bobcats first place in the 
tournament. 
Bates played a separate match 
against Bowdoin during the tourna¬ 
ment, taking the top four scores from 
each team. Bates won 391-418 with 
a strong showing from sophomore 
Christine McCall (125) in addition 
to the aforementioned performances 
of Wilcox, Dunn and Neal. Bowdoin 
posted the fifth through eighth low¬ 
est scores of the tournament, while 
UMF’s best score was a 109- 
Bates’ next match comes Sept. 
17 at the UMaine-Farmington Invita¬ 
tional at Belgrade Lakes. 
Wednesday September 24th at 6:30pm 
PAIDEIA OF MAINE presents 
The Greek Tragedy by 
Bracchae by Euripides 
at the John Ford Auditorium at Portland High School 
Adults $12.00 :% 
Students under 18 years of age $5.00 
For Tickets Call 207-783-6475 
+ 
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Menage a Un: 
The Etiquette and Politics 
of Masturbation 
WYLD MAENAD 
SEX COLUMNIST 
I know, I know, you 
don’t masturbate. The 
rest of the world, maybe, 
but not you. You just 
don’t feel the need. You 
get enough play to avoid 
it. You don’t approve of that kind of behavior! 
Well, okay. I believe you. 
Even if that's true, you should know that there 
is discrimination against masturbators here at 
Bates, but Bates is an egalitarian institution that 
shouldn’t discriminate. So even if you’re in the 
refusal/denial camp of masturbation, please, ex¬ 
tend your sympathies to the other side. 
I don’t know why masturbation is such a 
taboo topic. I was out with some of my post¬ 
college friends the other day and they all talked 
about vibrators like they were talking about “Gos¬ 
sip Girl” - the chatter never ceased. I wonder 
why we’re still stuck in that “oh no, not I, I never 
masturbate” rut as undergrads. We don’t walk 
around denying we eat or sleep so why hide an¬ 
other of our body’s needs? 
The secrecy surrounding masturbation makes 
sexile an extremely unjust practice. Oh, we may 
feel guilty sexiling our poor roommate, but it’s 
the gloating “I just had a mind-blowing orgasm 
and now you can come in off the couch” kind of 
guilt. Sexile is extremely biased towards those of 
us with on-campus playmates. What about those 
of us who are single or who have lovers far away? 
The masturbation taboo prevents us from showing 
our roomie the door with the declaration “I have 
a hot date with my Jackrabbit Pearl! Be gone!’ 
Batesies with local partners can banish roomies at 
any moment to get laid, and those without must 
languish, waiting for their roommates to miracu¬ 
lously banish themselves. 
Juniors and seniors often have single rooms, 
and as sophomores we usually know our room¬ 
mates well enough to know their schedule some¬ 
what and plan our alone time accordingly. But 
what of the freshman? I shudder to think about 
finding time to masturbate when squashed into 
a Smith quad. No wonder freshmen are so high 
strung about everything - they’re missing an im¬ 
portant outlet. I think quads are inhumane living 
situations on multiple levels. Our sexual needs 
are no exception; though they are a factorl doubt 
housing takes into account, unfortunately. 
I cannot kill the masturbation taboo with this 
one sex column. So, instead I appeal to you, 
member of the Bates community, whether you 
own up to your masturbation or not: the next 
time your roommate anxiously asks you if they 
can have the room for a while to “study,” just give 
it to them with no questions, a wink and maybe 
even a bottle of lube. 
Fleet Foxes 
Distinguishing Themselves from the Pack 
EDWARD STURTEVANT 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Imagine if Brian Wilson had lived a couple 
more states to the north, worn flannel and wrote 
about mountains and seasons instead of waves and 
beaches. You may begin to get a sense of where 
Fleet Foxes come from as you listen to their latest 
album, released in June of 2008. 
Although the band’s style draws on influences 
from songwriting geniuses such as Wilson, they 
present an entirely fresh and thoroughly inviting 
sound to today’s music scene. Hailing from Seattle, 
Wash, Fleet Foxes is comprised of songwriter Rob¬ 
in Pecknold, childhood friend Skye Skjelset, and 
veterans of the Seattle music scene Casey Wescott, 
Christian Fargo and J. Tillman. 
Set against a lush sonic texture of smooth fin¬ 
ger-picked progressions, jangling riffs and atmo¬ 
spheric vocal harmonies are some truly beautiful 
and at times delightfully unexpected melodic lines 
throughout the entire album. Their use of folksy 
instrumentation and orchestration does not limit 
their creativity, however, as they do delve convinc¬ 
ingly into a more experimental realm at times. 
What is interesting to note about the making of 
this album, and the previous EP, is that the band 
went through a dramatic self-examination right be¬ 
fore recording. They decided to scrap all of the 
songs they had been writing and playing and went 
back to square one. This move, though it may be 
considered rash by some, seemed to be just the 
right thing for Fleet Foxes. It was in this transi¬ 
tional time that they sorted out their current lineup 
and enlisted the help of producer Phil Ek, who 
is best known for his work with Built to Spill, as 
well as his work with big-name indie acts such as 
The Shins, Modest Mouse and Band of Horses. The 
producer has also been a friend of the Pecknold 
family sinqe Robin was growing up. 
With the crafting of this album, the band de¬ 
cided they did not want to restrict themselves to 
conventional song structures. This first couple of 
tracks, “Ragged Wood” and “White Winter Hymnal,” 
follow a linear course built upon a single melodic 
line over which layers are added and stripped as 
the song develops. The track "White Winter Hym¬ 
nal,” a highlight of the album, displays this ethos 
and traps listeners with its hypnotic harmony and 
lyrics: “I was following the pack all swallowed in 
their coats/ With scarves of red tied round their 
throats/ to keep their little heads from falling in 
the snow/ And I turned round and there you go.” 
Not all conventions are abandoned, however. The 
fourth and eleventh tracks, “Tiger Mountain Peas¬ 
ant Song” and “Oliver James” respectively, are folky 
songs played on just acoustic guitar by Pecknold 
that would not sound out of place on a progressive 
album by a ’60s singer-songwriter. 
The band seems to mesh seamlessly throughout 
the album, most evident in their tight harmonies 
and constantly fluctuating arrangements. Ek gives 
the album a nice shimmer, but doesn’t drench it in 
reverb. This is an album that is worth the time to 
sit down and listen to all the way through. It flows 
coherently and entertainingly from start to finish. 
■ 
■ 
“Sex and 
the City”: 
A “Big” Hit 
SARAH DUNN 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
MOVIE 
“Sex and the City” 
fans will be pleased 
to discover that not 
much has changed 
since the series end¬ 
ed. While slightly 
older, the four lead¬ 
ing ladies still boast 
romantic lessons and 
fabulous wardrobes. 
In the film, we find Charlotte still living the 
life of a typical upper east-sider, adjusting to 
motherhood after the adoption of her daughter 
Lily. Miranda seems to have settled nicely in her 
less glamorous Brooklyn abode, still married 
to longtime lover Steve, while Samantha has 
abandoned her New Yorker status altogether. 
Playing the role of supportive girlfriend, she 
follows Smith to Los Angeles to aid him in his 
budding Hollywood career. Lastly, the movie 
follows Carrie’s back-and-forth journey to the 
altar with Big. 
On a hunt to find their dream apartment and 
a closet big enough to fit Carrie’s shoe collec¬ 
tion, Big and Carrie decide to get engaged. We 
watch as Carrie, previously above typical bride 
obsessions, becomes enthralled in the wedding 
planning process. She struggles to maintain her 
own independence and panache, but is unable 
to ignore traditional romantic ideals. 
The movie feels like a much-anticipated 
—---- 
Sex and the City 
. 
_ 
reunion with old friends. The plot is uncom¬ 
plicated and lacks suspense, but is worth the 
watch if, for nothing else, to catch a glimpse 
of the fashions. Designer items by Zac Posen, 
Louis Vuitton and Manolo Blahnick make fre¬ 
quent appearances. 
For all those fans that became so invested 
in these New York characters, the movie pro¬ 
vides closure. In the end, each woman finds 
romantic success in her own way and, through 
it all, maintains the friendships that have kept 
her going all this time. 
“In a city like New York, where moving on 
is a fact of life, is it really possible to revisit the 
past? And if we do, will old friends and situa¬ 
tions still be as dear to our hearts?” muses Car¬ 
rie. The answer is undoubtedly yes. 
Check out “Sex and the City: The Movie” on 
campus this weekend: Friday at 7 p.m. and 9:30 
p.m., Saturday at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. and Sunday 
at 2 p.m. and 4:30 p.m._ 
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amdi polls. Browse the most popular articles of the week, 
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Greek Life in 
Lewiston 
Chickadee of Lewiston: 
A Hidden Fried Food Gem 
LAURA BAUGHMAN 
RESTAURANT CRITIC 
It is easy to miss Chickadee of 
Lewiston, which is nestled among 
countless other slightly shabby looking 
buildings on Lisbon Street. My friends 
and I have joked about going there 
for the past couple of years, assum¬ 
ing that its interior would match its 
somewhat sketchy surroundings. 
But this weekend I was surprised 
to discover that this weirdly named 
restaurant actually serves some of 
the best seafood around. 
Deceptively small from the out¬ 
side, Chickadee actually consists 
of multiple dining rooms and a 
bar. Interesting artwork adorns the 
freshly painted walls, but the chairs- 
on-wheels and slightly stooped pa¬ 
trons l'fend the spot a nursing home 
feel. Nevertheless, the instant I saw 
the multi-page menu, which offers 
every fried food imaginable, I knew 
Chickadee was for me. 
The restaurant claims to have the 
best chowders and stews around, so 
I tested its homemade New England 
fish chowder and was delighted by its 
not-too-thin and not-too-thick broth, 
wonderfully speckled with butter and 
loaded with tender chunks of fish 
and potatoes. A huge sign outside 
advertises the “best” fried clams, and 
I wasn’t disappointed with the huge 
“reduced size” portion I ordered. Cov¬ 
ered and fried in sweet batter, the 
morsels were as soft as pillows and 
not a bit rubbery. Chickadee’s lobster 
roll is served in a toasted bun heaped 
with beautiful pink lobster meat that 
is not loaded with tons of unnecessary 
mayonnaise. The restaurant’s home¬ 
made chicken nuggets were tender 
and lightly breaded, going well with 
sweet potato fries that were a favorite 
of everyone at the table. Other sides 
we enjoyed were delicious hand-cut 
French fries, average coleslaw and 
perfectly cooked corn on the cob. All 
food was served piping hot and came 
out remarkably fast despite a bustling 
lunch crowd. 
Sensing an oncoming food coma, 
my dining companions and I hurried 
on to dessert, which proved to be a 
disappointing end to an otherwise 
great meal. Chickadee’s dessert 
menu is extensive, but there are 
only three dishes actually made by 
the restaurant. Of these, we tried a 
flavorless, rubbery bread pudding; 
its only saving grace was its huge 
crown of homemade whipped 
cream. Next was a slightly better 
chocolate cream pie whose yum¬ 
my filling was not matched by its 
stale and tasteless crust. 
Chickadee is one of those hid¬ 
den gems of Lewiston-Auburn 
that so many locals love, but that 
most Bates students have never tried 
because of its questionable surround¬ 
ings. They’re missing out. 
So, take a chance and go to Chick¬ 
adee of Lewiston for great seafood, 
fried deliciousness and excellent ser¬ 
vice at reasonable prices, but by all 
means skip dessert. 
1472 
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Jaye Goulet of Lewiston makes Greek coffee in a tin briki for customers at the 
Greek Festival two weeks ago, hosted by the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
“Give me a word, any word, and 
I show you that the root of that word 
is Greek.” 
To most of us, this is just a quote 
from the 2002 romantic comedy, “My 
Big Fat Greek Wedding.” For Jaye 
Goulet of Lewiston, that quote has em¬ 
bodied her Greek lifestyle from child¬ 
hood to the present as a member of 
the Greek community in Lewiston. 
When her sons, Jason, John and 
Ray, were younger, Goulet would teach 
them ancient Greek history and words 
that could be derived from Greek. 
“My sons would just sit in the car 
and roll their eyes,” Goulet said. 
Goulet has lived in Lewiston since 
she was born in 1958. She, her sons 
and her husband live with Goulet’s 
mother, Florentina, who was born in 
southern Greece. The family is one of 
about 70 families in Lewiston’s small 
Greek community, most of which at¬ 
tend the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Church on 155 Hogan Road. 
The Greek community has to make 
more of an effort here to incorporate 
their Greek culture into their lives. 
Goulet could not find the Greek coffee 
she enjoyed daily at a Greek cafe next 
to her alma mater, Boston University, 
upon returning to Lewiston, because 
there are no Greek cafes in the area. 
When she complained to a couple of 
her cousins visiting from Greece, each 
of her cousins back in Greece sent her 
a pound of the authentic coffee. 
“Now I’ll never run out,” she said 
Goulet does not know of many 
Bates students who are Greek, but 
while she was in college she does re¬ 
call her mother picking a young gen¬ 
tleman up from Bates every Sunday so 
he could go to church. She estimates 
that she sees about one or two Bates 
students a year at the church’s servic¬ 
es. She is always enthusiastic to meet 
more. 
The Greek families see each other 
at church every week and at Greek 
events the church puts on such as the 
annual Greek Festival. On Sundays, 
they socialize for an hour over coffee. 
Goulet noted that the Lewiston com¬ 
munity as a whole has always been 
very accepting. 
“[In Lewiston], Greek people are 
accepted like everyone else. [I have 
heard] that people in the generation 
before me experienced some preju¬ 
dice, but I have never felt any discrimi¬ 
nation,” Goulet said. 
Her mother, Florentina, has also had 
a positive experience living in Lewis¬ 
ton. She left Greece hardly knowing 
a word of English. Florentina would 
go out for strolls, pushing baby Goulet 
in a carriage, never leaving the house 
without a dictionary in hand to help 
her communicate with the neighbors. 
She was always very well-received and 
now speaks English fluently. 
Although Goulet does not know 
much about the Greek community at 
Bates, she is tied to one member of the 
College, Kiki Bournakel, who works 
the late night shifts in Milt’s. Bournakel 
is the godmother of Goulet’s oldest 
son, Ray. 
Bournakel, from Nafplion in South¬ 
ern Greece, moved to Lewiston 41 
years ago and married a Lewiston na¬ 
tive. She has since found a home here 
in Lewiston and although she thinks 
the Greek community is small, she 
says it is very friendly. She finds solace 
in the church, where she can maintain 
the tie to her Greek origin. 
“Unfortunately, Lewiston is not 
like the big city where every national¬ 
ity has its own [hangouts]. Here, we 
don't have Greek coffee or tavernas. 
We only have the church,” Bournakel 
said. “We have the Greek Festival and 
Greek dinners once a month, mostly 
for fundraising.” 
In addition to attending local Greek 
events put on by the church, Goulet 
held Greek school for her sons when 
they were younger. Her lessons ran 
for two hours, two days a week. The 
boys learned to speak, read and write 
in Greek, and studied Greek history 
and mythology. 
It was always all-Greek at home 
when Goulet was growing up. At 
times, Goulet said there was a feeling 
of being different from everyone else 
with the unique traditions of her Greek 
culture. However, she embraced it 
and enjoyed being able to communi¬ 
cate with her five Greek friends in the 
area. 
“It was cool. We could send se¬ 
cret messages to each other,” Goulet 
remembered. 
At home now, Goulet’s sons only 
speak Greek to her and their grand¬ 
mother. Her husband is a French¬ 
man and Goulet said the heavy role 
of the Greek culture in her life was 
a little strange and overwhelming for 
him at first. Greek families are gener¬ 
ally large, so meeting the family could 
mean spending time with the cousins 
as well - Goulet has 75 first cousins. 
When her sons were very young, she 
would dress them in the traditional 
Greek national costume, which resem¬ 
bles a skirt. 
“It took my husband a little while 
to get used to the idea of his boys 
wearing skirts,” she laughed. 
Her husband has since immersed 
himself in the Greek culture, enjoying 
the Greek meals his wife cooks every 
day. He helped her run the coffee 
booth at the Greek festival two weeks 
ago. 
Her sons have also warmed up 
more to the Greek lifestyle. Now they 
come home from school ecstatic when 
something they learned connected to 
the Greek history and mythology their 
mother had taught them at home. 
“They’re really proud of it and 
think it’s really cool to be Greek,” Gou¬ 
let said. 
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Thursday, Sept. 18, the Bates Vil¬ 
lage Club Series will be hosting sing¬ 
er/songwriter Craig Cardiff for the 
second time. 
This Ontario-born multi-instru¬ 
mentalist is skilled in guitar, harmoni¬ 
ca, snare, accordion, piano and loop¬ 
ing. This is by no means to set aside 
his vocal ability, 
which is certain¬ 
ly distinguished. 
Cardiff's MySpace 
page describes 
him as a singer/ 
songwriter mak¬ 
ing music where 
“one song breaks your heart and the 
next one puts it back together.” Ac¬ 
cording to cdbaby.com, “he builds 
landscapes of sound using live digital 
loops and brings the room to a hush.” 
Such characteristics yield a sound 
reminiscent of the Counting Crows, 
Dave Matthews and Peter Gabriel. 
Having put out his ninth album 
in 2007, entitled “Goodnight (Go 
Home),” Cardiff is ready to bring 
down the Silo. 
For those of you who have en¬ 
joyed this year's VCS program thus 
far, Cardiff is sure to please. Cardiff 
fits in well with the genre of the last 
two musicians: soft, casual, intimate, 
and incredibly talented. As usual, free 
coffee, chai and cookies will be pro¬ 
vided, along with a well-deserved es¬ 
cape from that Thursday night study 
session. 
Fusion of Traditional and 
Progressive at Common Ground Fair 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE B6 
1977 and attending the first Common 
Ground Country Fair. Libby, then a se¬ 
nior at Bowdoin, went on to serve on 
the MOFGA board of directors and a 
number of other Maine-based agricul¬ 
tural organizations. Libby said that the 
fair was an “eye opening” experience 
for him. Indeed, Bates students who 
attend may agree. The fair serves as a 
visual reminder of the interconnected¬ 
ness among local farmers, the Maine 
economy and the agricultural society 
we live in. 
Students may be interested to hear 
that much of the local and organic 
food that has appeared on their plates 
in Commons comes from vendors and 
farmers who will be attending the fair. 
Libby stressed the focus on alternative 
and renewable energy sources. This 
year, an on-site windmill will generate 
much of the energy used by the fairgo- 
ers and vendors. Additionally, the fair is 
working towards reliance on solar pow¬ 
ered water heaters. This year’s keynote 
speakers will focus on food, which Lib¬ 
by says will help to promote a diverse 
food system and sustainable, healthy 
eating habits. 
In addition to its tradition of deli¬ 
cious local food and its showcase of lo¬ 
cal craft, speakers and events the fair 
may also be a transformative experi¬ 
ence for some. The interplay among lo¬ 
cal agriculture, the organic movement, 
regional tradition and community are 
alive and on display at an event like the 
Common Ground Fair. 
As Greg Marley said, at a place like 
Common Ground, “we can learn steps 
to take charge of the way we live our 
life.” Bates is providing a free bus to the 
fair on Saturday, Sept. 20 at 9 a.m. 
’80’s Dance Festivities 
ELIZABETH ROWLEY/THE BATES STUDENT 
An array of colors scatters the quad on the way to the ’80’s dance. As the sophomores, juniors and seniors re¬ 
visit the decade in which they were born, the first-years, born in the nineties, experience the '80’s for the first time. 
No “Ifs” about Cardiff 
r + 
Tuesday, September 16, 2008 
)t pate£ IMubent 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
The ’80’s Dance: 
Go Day Glo or Go Home 
Finding a 
Common 
Ground 
CHARLES THAXTON 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
As September progresses, another 
Maine state tradition draws nearer: the 
annual Common Ground Country Fair 
in Unity, Maine. While the fair is prob¬ 
ably best known for its vendors, local 
farmers and gardeners exhibiting their 
food products, what is perhaps most 
remarkable about the fair is its seam¬ 
less interaction between traditional New 
England lifestyle and the progressive lo¬ 
cal and organic food movements. Not 
only is the fair a great place to sample 
delicious Maine cuisine or buy some lo¬ 
cal crafts, it also serves as, quite literally, 
an educational and political common 
ground. Social justice groups, farmers, 
artists, cooks, political groups, restaura¬ 
teurs and performers all share the space 
in Unity over a three-day period. 
Greg Marley of Rockland, Maine 
has been attending the fair for 18 years 
and in recent years has spoken for his 
business, Mushrooms for Health, on the 
medicinal and nutritional quality of live 
mushrooms. Marley will be continuing 
another popular fair tradition, a live 
mushroom cooking demo. He is excited 
about the fair this year and says that it 
“gives us all an opportunity to exam¬ 
ine alternatives to the corporate life¬ 
style and food machine.” The Common 
Ground Fair falls at an appropriate time 
for Bates students as the school turns its 
focus to food, its place in the commu¬ 
nity, and its political, cultural and nutri¬ 
tional qualities. The fair, put on by the 
Maine Organic Farmers and Gardeners 
Association, annually hosts a variety of 
activities, booths, shows, shops, dem¬ 
onstrations and vendors that appeal to 
everyone from diehard organic farmers 
to families and students. 
Russel Libby, executive director of 
the Maine Organic Farmers and Gar¬ 
deners Association, can still remem¬ 
ber hopping on his motor scooter in 
See FUSION, page B5 
ELIZABETH ROWLEY 
STAFF WRITER 
As a fog settled over the rolling 
plains of Lewiston on Saturday night, 
brightly clad Batesies ambled in 
droves to the Library Arcade for one 
of the most epic nights of the year - 
the ’80’s dance. 
The dance was hosted by the 
Chase Hall Committee from 10 p.m. to 
2 a.m. and featured Orange Crush, an 
accomplished ’80’s cover band from 
Springfield, Mass. Members Jeremy 
Simonich, Rich Yirga, Tom Kielbania 
and Scott Lawson have opened for 
notable bands such as Reel Big Fish, 
Guster, Young Love and OK Go! The 
band claims that, once witnessed, 
“you might even forget what decade 
you are living in.” 
And such was the case, Saturday 
evening, as students jammed late into 
the night to incredible covers of the 
musicians who defined the decade - 
Duran Duran, The Cure, The Ramones, 
The Clash, The Smith's, et cetera. The 
combination of music and ’80’s garb 
was indeed enough to make one for¬ 
get that the year is, in fact, 2008. 
The fashion itself was out of sight. 
So much exposed man thigh. So many 
scrunchies. All the major trends of the 
’80’s were represented. Guys sported 
cut-offs, concert tees, acid wash jeans 
and shell suits. Ladies donned leg¬ 
gings, leg warmers, off-the-shoulder 
shirts, retro prom dresses and my 
personal favorite, shoulder pads. Ray- 
bans and high tops were big, as was 
crimped hair. 
An outsider to the Bates commu¬ 
nity must question our insanity when 
they drive by parades of spandex-clad 
individuals in a mass exodus from 
Frye Street to the quad. Even those 
who have never themselves expe¬ 
rienced the wonder that is the ’80’s 
dance, has to ask - what is it about 
this particular event that rallies the 
vast majority of Bates students into a 
spirited frenzy, where even the most 
respectable among us surrender to 
and embrace all that is ’80’s? We wel¬ 
come the public spectacle we create, 
marching victoriously through the 
streets, triumphant, the neon shining 
like a beacon in the night. 
Perhaps it’s the mentality of the 
’80’s we love, the return to a simpler 
time, When Trivial Pursuit and Rubik’s 
Cubes reigned supreme, video arcades 
were the place to be and rollerblading 
was in. A small crew of sophomores, 
hip to the skating fad of the ’80’s actu¬ 
ally sported skates to the dance - a 
very bold move. 
Or perhaps it is the tradition of 
the evening that is so appealing to 
us, an unspoken understanding that 
the ’80’s dance is a defining night at 
Bates. And despite the fact most wake 
up the following morning disoriented, 
either in shock, disbelief or disgust, 
we continue the tradition year after 
year because, like the decade in ques¬ 
tion, some things are just too good to 
forget. 
Girl Talk 
Coming 
to Bates 
ANDREW WILCOX 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
If anyone came to Bates this year 
unaware of the musical act, “Girl Talk,” 
any uncertainties have surely been clari¬ 
fied by now. Gregg Gillis, popularly 
known as “Girl Talk,” is, in fact, coming 
on Saturday, Sept. 27. 
Before tickets went on sale, demand 
was so high that it seemed students 
would do anything for them - perhaps 
even camp outside. As hundreds of stu¬ 
dents waited in the new Commons hall¬ 
way over a half an hour before 8 a.m. 
ticket sales, several could be seen sitting 
in their sleeping bags. This enthusiasm 
resulted in a rapid sellout of tickets that 
came as a surprise, leaving several ea¬ 
ger students sans-billet and angry. For¬ 
tunately, ticket sales will resume since 
the venue has been moved from Chase 
Hall to the Grey Cage. 
To some, obtaining a coveted ticket 
is of no dire importance. Those peo¬ 
ple are officially urged to reconsider. 
“I could play his music on my laptop 
and it would be the same thing” is a 
common misconception. Girl Talk is no 
simple DJ. He does live mixes, drops 
heavy beats and mashes up old favor¬ 
ites in ways hitherto unimagined. More¬ 
over, Girl Talk is no ordinary show. He 
is a rowdy, energetic and unforgettable 
dancer who might even shed some lay¬ 
ers for us. Girl Talk is often the object 
of girl talk. And besides, who can hon¬ 
estly reject live music that the “New 
York Times” calls “a lawsuit waiting to 
happen”? 
So, for anyone who is not convinced 
that Girl Talk is an event worth spend¬ 
ing five dollars for, think again. As a 
means of inspiration, search “Girl Talk 
- New Years Eve 2007 in Chicago” on 
YouTube.com. 
80’S WEEKEND: LANGUAGE TAKES A TURN FOR THE WORSE... 
The Olympics Comes to Bates College: Activities Include... 
Not-So-Sober Sophomore: I was Michael fuckin’ Phelps out there! 
(...after an “intense” game of flip-cup) 
-Off-campus house 
Number Two 
Gotta-Go Gertrude: I have to take a poop 
(everyone within 30 feet hears this comment) 
Surrounding Friends: Unnecessary? 
Gertrude: What? It’s natural! 
-Walking out of Commons 
Overheard? No, Over-share. 
Loud Belligerent Boy (yelling): I need to shave my pubes! 
(Room goes silent...) 
-Bates social gathering 
A Solo for Janis 
"" TOM CARAVAGI.IA/CCU 
Janis Brenner, center, with her dance company, Janis Brenner and Dancers, which she has directed for 20 years. 
The Word Choice Here is Questionable... 
Lusting Boy: I just want to smother myself in her bosom. 
-Quad 
JESSIE SAWYER 
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
Have you overheard anything funny at Bates? Let us know! 
Email us at overheardatbates@gmail.com. 
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With experience in dancing, sing¬ 
ing and acting, Janis Brenner puts no 
limits on her performances. She has 
come to Bates for the first time to not 
only showcase her talents before a 
Bates audience tomorrow, but to also 
give aspiring dancers a new perspec¬ 
tive On their own style. 
After hearing about the acclaimed 
Bates Dance Festival, which takes 
place over the summer, Brenner was 
happy to work with the Bates dancers. 
For the past week, she has instructed 
11 Bates dancers on a piece they will 
preview in the show and perform in 
its entirety in November. 
“They’re very delightful and open 
to try new things such as move¬ 
ment ideas and improvisation,” said 
Brenner, “They’re not afraid to partner 
each other and lift each other. ” 
Brenner has brought the theater 
into their dancing, choreographing a 
work that is both serious and funny, 
highlighting students with natural 
comic abilities and helping dancers 
discover unknown acting abilities. 
For the show, Brenner will per¬ 
form two solos, “Song from the Hills” 
and “Solo for Janis,” combining dance 
with vocals. 
In “Solo for Janis,” Brenner em¬ 
bodies the desperation that many art¬ 
ists feel to draw in their audience. 
Through a meld of vocals, dance, 
theater and humor, Brenner will por¬ 
tray the relationship between per¬ 
former and audience, as well as the 
desperation for any person to stay in 
the spotlight. 
“Perhaps she will ‘die’ trying,” 
Brenner said of the performer she 
plays in her act. “It’s a comedy, al¬ 
though many see it as a tragedy as 
well, which is great and always inter¬ 
esting. Women particularly have also 
told me they see issues of aging in the 
solo, and of wanting to be assertive 
and accepted.” 
She started dance at five years old 
and went on to attend Adelphi Uni¬ 
versity as a dance major with a mi-, 
nor in voice as a trained soprano. She 
has performed in many of Meredith 
Monk’s full music/theatre/dance/ 
opera productions over the Gas' 18 
years. 
Brenner has sung professionally 
since her teenage years when she 
was in a rock-‘n’-roll band that won 
the 1972 Battle of the Bands in Long 
Island and also sang at Vietnam War 
protest rallies. 
Brenner has been touring the world 
for 31 years, coincidentally perform¬ 
ing in 31 different countries, including 
Singapore, Russia and Siberia. 
After a weekend of performing in 
New York City, she returns to campus 
for the show, which is on Wednesday, 
Sept. 17 at 8 p.m. in Olin. It is open 
to the public at no cost. 
